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CHUONG IX

CHAPTER IX'

PHONG VAN NHUNG NHAN VAT LIEN
HE DEN CHUYEN-RA-KHOI-CUOI-CUNG
CUA HAI-QUAN VIET-NAM CONG-HOA

INTERVIEWS WITH INDIVIDUALS
RELATED TO THE FINAL VOYAGE OF
THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM NAVY

Dé lam sang to vai ngd nhan va ciing dé bo tic
cho chuong VIII ciia cudn tai liéu nay, sau dy
13 nhitng cudc phong van (*) ngin danh riéng
cho nhitng nhan vat lién quan dén nhiing ngay
cudi cung cua chinh thé Viét-Nam Cong-Hoa.

(*):Sép theo mau tu tén cia nhan vat duoc
phoéng van

To clarify some misunderstandings and
supplement Chapter VIII of this document, the
following brief interviews (*) were conducted
exclusively with individuals who were directly
involved in the final days of the Republic of
Vietnam.

(*): Arranged in alphabetical order by the first
names of the interviewees
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ONG CHUNG TAN CANG {MR. CHUNG

MR. CHUNG TAN CANG

TAN CANG}
Nguyén Pho-D6-DBoc Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan Viét Former Vice Admiral, Chief of Naval
Nam Cong Hoa Operations, Republic of Vietnam Navy

) e

ONG CHUNG TAN CANG (1926-2007)
Nguyén Pho-Do-Déc, Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan Viét
Nam Cong Hoa, (11/1963-1965), (3/1975-
4/1975)

Trung TAm Huén Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang
Khoa 1 (7/1952 — 10/1952), Bé Nhit Duong
Cuu
{https://nguyentin.tripod.com/ctcang-2.htm}

)l

MR. CHUNG TAN CANG (1926-2007)
Former Vice Admiral, Chief of Naval
Operations, Republic of Vietnam Navy
(11/1963-1965), (3/1975-4/1975)

Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 1
(7/1952 — 10/1952), First Aries

{https://nguyentin.tripod.com/ctcang-2.htm}
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Frung Tim Hudn Luyén Hul Quiin
Sha Trung

Frung Tim Hudn Luyén Hul Quiin
ha Trung

Trung TAm Huan Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang,
Hai Quan Vit Nam Cong Hoa
{http://hqvnch.net/default.asp?1d=587&Istid=

62}

Nha Trang Naval Training Cnter, Republic of

Vietnam Navy
{http://hgvnch.net/default.asp?1d=587&Istid=
62}

Xin P6-Poc (*) vui long cho biét Iy do Pé-
Doc tré lai Hai-Quan lan thir nhi?

(*) Theo truyén thong Hai-Quéan qudc té, khi
tiép chuyén voi cdp Tudng Hai-Quan, moi
ngudi déu dung danh tir D6-Déc, du vi Tudng
4y 1a Ph6-Dé-Déc hoic Dé-Déc

Admiral (¥), could you please explain the
reasons why you returned to the Republic of
Vietnam Navy for the second time?

(*) According to international Navy tradition,
when speaking with a Navy flag officer,
everyone uses the term Admiral, whether the
flag officer is a Commodore, Rear Admiral, or
Vice Admiral.

Ly do t6i tré lai Hai-Qudn lan thir hai bao gom
ca quan sy lan chinh tri.

The reason I returned to the Republic of
Vietnam Navy for the second time was both
military and political.

Ly do chinh tri la lic d6 ¢6 tin don ong Nguyén
Cao Ky sé ddo chanh 6ng Nguyén Van Thiéu.
Thoi gian nay tinh hinh thu do lon xon vi nhitng
sw chong doi ciia Lién-Poan Ky-Gid, Ni-Sw
Hupnh Lién, ba Ngé Bda Thanh, Cha Trdn Hiru
Thanh, v. v. ... Uy thé chinh tri ciia éng Thiéu
suy giam. Ong Thiéu nghi rang téi sé chi huy
Lyc-Lwong Hai-Quan chat ché hon va co thé
la mét hégu thudn dang tin cdy dée cho”hg cuoc
ddo chanh — néu cé.

The political reason was that at the time, there
were rumors that Mr. Nguyen Cao Ky would
stage a coup against Mr. Nguyen Van Thieu.
During this period, the situation in the capital
was chaotic due to opposition from the
Federation of Journalists, Nun Huynh Lien,
Mrs. Ngo Ba Thanh, Father Tran Huu Thanh,
etc ... Mr. Thieu's political influence was
declining. Mr. Thieu thought that I would
command the Navy more tightly and could be
a reliable backer against the coup — if it
happened.

T6i nghi rang hién tinh dit nude lic bdy gio
ong Thiéu con la nguyén thi sé co loi hon cho
quoc gia, vi gitt dwoc sy lién tuc cua thé hop
hién, hop phdp cia nén Bé II Céng-Hoa. Toi
hdu thuan éng Thiéu vi Iy do d6 chir khéng
phdi vi cd nhdn. Néu néi vé van dé ca nhan thi
16i than cdn véi Thii Twdng Khiém nhiéu hon.

1 believed that, given the country’s situation at
that time, having Mr. Thieu remain as the head
of state would be more beneficial for the
nation, as it would maintain the continuity of
the constitutional and legal status of the
Second Republic. I supported Mr. Thieu for
that reason, not for personal reasons. If we




Hai-Qudan  Viet-Nam Cong-Hoa Ra Khoi, 1975
(Republic of Vietnham Navy on The High Seas, 1975)

Diép-My-Linh (Diep-My-Linh), page 4

discuss a personal matter, I am closer to Prime
Minister Khiem.

U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson (1908-
1973), U.S. Army General William C.
Westmoreland (1914-2005), Tong Thong Viét
Nam Céng Hoa Nguyén Vin Thiéu (1923-
2001), va Phé Téng Théng Viét Nam Cong
Hoa Nguyén Cao Ky (1930-2011) ditng chup
hinh chung vao thang 10 nam 1966
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E1%BB
%85n_Cao K%E1%BB%B3#/media/File:Vie
tnamkriegPersonen1966.jpg}

U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson (1908-
1973), U.S. Army General William C.
Westmoreland (1914-2005), Republic of
Vietnam President Nguyen Van Thieu (1923-
2001), and Republic of Vietnam Vice President
Nguyen Cao Ky (1930-2011) together in
October 1966
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E1%BB

%85n_Cao K%E1%BB%B3#/media/File:Vie

tnamkriegPersonenl966.jpg}
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Thi Twéng Tran Thién Khiém (1925-2021),
Viet Nam Cong Hoa
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tr%E1%BA%A
7n_Thi%E1%BB%87n Khi%C3%AAm)}
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Prime Minister Tran Thien Khiem (1925-
2021), Republic of Vietnam
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tr%E1%BA%A
7n_Thi%E1%BB%87n Khi%C3%AAm)}

Thuwa, lic d6 P6-Poc dang tong s tai dau?

Admiral, where were you stationed at that
time?

Luc do toi la Tu-Lénh Biét-Khu Thu-Do.

At that time, I was the Commander of the
Capital Special Zone (Saigon-Gia Dinh area)
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Biét-Khu Thu-bo, Viet Nam Cong Hoa
thttps://www.vietnambattlefieldtours.com/tou
rs/ctz/zones.asp)
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IV-Corps
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Capital Special Zone (Saigon-Gia Dinh area),
Republic of Vietnam
{hitps://www.vietnambattlefieldtours.com/tou
rs/ctz/zones.asp)

Thuwa, tir khi vé nhim chitc Tu-Lénh Hai-
Quan lan thir hai, P6-Ddc c6 nhirng thay ddi
quan trong nao trong ndi b Hai-Quan hay
khong?

Admiral, since taking office as Chief of
Naval Operations for the second time, have
you made any important changes within the
Republic of Vietnam Navy?

Tuy ¢6 tin éng Ky muén ddao chanh va mot sé
st quan Hai-Quan thdn tin cua ong Ky dang chi
huy cac Luc-Luong Pdc- Nhiém, nhung khi vé
lai Hai-Qudn téi khéng thuyén chuyén ai ca.
Sau khi t6i vé lai Hai-Qudn, chi ¢é ba si thay
doi la:

»  Thanh lgp Luc-Luong Pac-Nhiém 99,
giao cho Pai-Ta Lé Hitu Dong chi huy;
v&i muc dich 1, néu cé dao chdanh, luc
lwong nay sé hé tro cho nhitng luc
lirong khdc chong dao chdnbh.

= Giao hé thong chi huy tiép vin cho cdc
Tu-Lénh Hai-Qudn Viing truc tiép diéu
dong.

» ST quan an ninh Vung chiu sy chi huy
truec tiép cua cdc Tu-Lénh Ving.

Although there were rumors that Mr. Nguyen
Cao Ky wanted to stage a coup and some of
Mr. Ky's trusted Navy officers were
commanding Special Task Forces, when [
returned to the Republic of Vietnam Navy, I did
not transfer anyone. After I returned to the
Navy, there were only three changes.
» Established Task Force 99, under the
command of Navy Captain Le Huu
Dong, with the purpose that, in case of
a coup, this force would support other
forces against the coup.
" Assigned the logistics command system

to  the  Riverine/Coastal  Zone
Commanders.

»  Assigned  Riverine/Coastal  Zone
security officers to the

Riverine/Coastal Zone Commanders.




Hai-Quan Viét-Nam Cong-Hoa Ra Khoi, 1975
(Republic of Vietnham Navy on The High Seas, 1975)

Diép-My-Linh (Diep-My-Linh), page 7

t//)‘

-

:

#
Lo

Hai Quan Dai Ta Lé Hitu Dong (1937-), Trung
Tdam Hudn Luyén Hai Qudan Nha Trang Khéa
8 (01/1958 — 4/1960), Pé Nhat Ho Cép, Hai
Quan Viet Nam Cong Hoa
{https://nguyentin.tripod.com/dt lehuudong.h

tm}

Navy Captain Le Huu Dong (1937-), Nha
Trang Naval Training Center Class 8 (01/1958
—4/1960), First Scorpius, Republic of Vietnam
Navy

{https://nguyentin.tripod.com/dt lehuudong.h

tm}

Cac SVSQ/HQ Khod 8 Pé-Nhat HG Cap.

Trung Tam Hudn Luyén Hai Qudan Nha Trang,
Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

{Hai Su/Luwoc Sw Hai Qudan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa, trang 511}

HG Cap.

The Naval Officer Cadets of Class 8 (01/1958
— 4/1960), First Scorpius, Nha Trang Naval
Training Center, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{Naval History/A Brief History of the Republic
of Vietnam Navy, page 511, A Republic of
Vietnam Navy Publication (2012)}

Cac SVSQ/HQ Khod 8 Pé-Nhat

C6 ngudn tin néi ring vao cudi thang 4-
1975, Po-Poc ¢6 y dinh dwa Lwc-Lwong
Hai-Quan vé Pha-Quoc, bién Phu-Quoc

There is a source saying that at the end of
April 1975, Admiral, you intended to move
the naval forces to Phu Quoc, turning Phu
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thanh mgt “Pai-Loan Viét-Nam”, cé diung
khong, thua Po-Doc?

Quoc into a "Vietnamese Taiwan''; is that
true, Admiral?

Luc do toi c¢o y dinh dwa gia dinh binh si Hai-
Qudn ra tam trii tai Phi-Quéc dé binh si yén
long tré lai mién Tay chién dau chir t6i khong
c6 ¥ bién Phi-Quoc thanh mét “Dai-Loan
Viet-Nam”.

At that time, I had the intention of temporarily
relocating the families of Navy officers, petty
officers, and sailors to Phu Quoc, allowing
them to feel at ease and return to the IV Corps
Tactical Zone to support the fight. I did not
intend to turn Phu Quoc into a "Vietnamese
Taiwan",

4 PACIFIC OCEAN

O Taipei

CHINA
TAIWAN

South China Sea

Dai Loan {https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
asia-16164639}

4 PACIFIC OCEAN

O Taipei

CHINA
TAIWAN

South China Sea

Taiwan  {https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
asia-16164639}

Ly do 16i khong nghi dén diéu do la vi dia the
Phu-Quoc doi voi Viet-Nam hoan toan khdc
han Dai-Loan doi voi Trung-Hoa luc dia.

The reason I didn't think of that is because the
geographical position of Phu Quoc to Vietnam
is completely different from that of Taiwan to
mainland China.

(((((
nnnnnnnnn

Phi Quoc, Viét Nam
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ph%C3%BA_Q
u%E1%BB%91c#/map/0}

(((((
nnnnnnnnn

Phu Quoc, Vietham
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ph%C3%BA_Q
u%E1%BB%91c#/map/0}

Thuwa, c6 mft twéng lanh nao hay mot nhan
vat chinh tri nao de bat 1én Po-Doc y kién
do6 hay khong?

Sir, did any general or political figure
promote that idea to you?

Khéng. Chi ¢6 éng Lé Quoc Ty dwa ra mot
giai phap chinh tri, nhung khong thanh.

No. Only Mr. Le Quoc Tuy proposed a political
solution, but it failed.

Cé nguon tin cho ring toi 27 thang 4, Po-
Péc hop véi chinh phi ciia Twéng Dwong
Vin Minh; va chinh phi nay yéu ciu Hai-
Quén ¢ lai 1am hiu thuin cho mét chinh

There is a source saying that on the evening
of April 27, you met with General Duong
Van Minh’s government, and this
government requested the Republic of
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phi hoa gidi dang duwgc thanh lip. Dung
nhw vay khong, thuwa Po-Doc?

Vietnam Navy to stay and support a
reconciliation government being
established. Is that true, Admiral?

Khéng. Téi dé nghi ong Minh dwa néi cic vé
Can-Thoy, ong ay khong chiu. Vay thoi.

. L
Duong Van Minh (1916-2001), Viét Nam Cong
Hoa
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C6%B0%C
6%A1Ing V%C4%83n_Minh}

No. I suggested that Mr. Minh move his

cabinet to Can-Tho, he refused. That’s all.

. B S
Duong Van Minh (1916-2001), Republic of
Vietnam
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C6%B0%C
6%A1ng V%C4%83n_Minh}

Mot nguon tin khac néi rang, lic 5 gio' chiéu
28 thang 4, Twéng Dwong Van Minh goi D6-
Péc di hop. Bo-Tham-Muwu Hai-Quén ngai
Twéng Minh sé giit P6-Doc ludn dé 1am ap
lwe, bugc Hai-Quéan phai & lai, cho nén Phé-
DPé-Péc Diép Quang Thity dwge cir di thé.
Co diing khong, thwa Po-Poc?

Another source says that, at S p.m. on April
28, General Duong Van Minh called you for
a meeting. The Republic of Vietnam Navy
Chief of Staff was concerned that General
Minh would keep you there to put pressure
and force the Navy to stay, so Commodore
Diep Quang Thuy was sent instead. Is that
correct, Admiral?

Khong. Chinh t6i hoi ong Minh can gi, toi sé
lén. Ong Minh bao thoi, dé ong Thuy lén ciing
duoc.

No. I asked Mr. Minh if he needed me, and 1
would come up. Mr. Minh said it’s alright, let
Commodore Thuy come up.
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Phé Pé-Péc Diép-Quang-Thiy (1932-2013),
Tham-Muvu-Truong Hai-Qudn, Hai Qudn Viét

Nam Cong Hoa
{http://members.tripod.com/~nguyentin/thuy.j

g}

Trung Tam Hudn Luyén Hai Qudn Nha Trang
Khoa 3 (7/1953 — 01/1954), Bé Nhadt Song
Nam
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Commodore Diep Quang Thuy (1932-2013),
Chief of Staff, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{http://members.tripod.com/~nguyentin/thuy.j
pg/

Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 3
(7/1953 — 01/1954), First Gemini

Thuwa, Pé-Pdc c6 thé cho biét sy lién hé giira
Po-Péc va dong Lé Quoc Ty — Cé Chi-Tich
dy ban van dong hai ngoai thugoc Mat-Tran
Thong-Nhit cic Lwc-Lwong Yéu Nudc
Giai-Phong Viét-Nam — nhw thé nao khong
a?

Admiral, could you please share the nature
of your relationship with Mr. Le Quoc Tuy
— the late Chairman of the Overseas
Campaign Committee of the United Front
of National Liberation Forces of Vietnam?

Khi t6i la Chi-Huy-Triong Trung-Tam Hudn-
Luyén Hai-Qudn Nha-Trang, tir nam 1955 dén
nam 1958, thi ong Mai Van Hanh la hudn
luyén vién tai Trung-Tam Hudn-Luyén Khong-
Quan Nha-Trang. Chung toi quen nhau ti do.

When [ was the Superintendent of the Nha
Trang Naval Training Center, from 1955 to
1958, Mr. Mai Van Hanh was an instructor at
the Nha Trang Air Force Training Center. We
have known each other since then.
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Trung-Tam Hudn-Luyén Khéng-Qudn Nha-
Trang, Khong Qudn Viét Nam Cong Hoa
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nha_Trang Air
_Baset#t/media/File: U-

174 VNAF NhaTrang.jpg}

Nha Trang Air Force Training Center,

Republic of  Vietham  Air  Force
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nha_Trang Air
_Base#t/media/File: U-

174 VNAF NhaTrang.jpg}

Khodng cudi thang 4-1975, éng Mai Van Hanh
dua ong Lé Quoc Tiy dén gidi thiéu voi 1oi.
Trong lan tiép xiic d6, éng Tity trinh bay vé éng
Tran Van Hiwu. Theo éng Tty thi ong Hitu la
mdt nhdn vit cé nhiéu hy vong dé gian xép cho
mot cugc ngung bin. Ong Tiy nho t6i givip
ong dy lién lac voi ong Dwong Van Minh daé
dem ong Hitu vé, nhwng éng Minh khéng
thudn.

Around the end of April 1975, Mr. Mai Van
Hanh introduced Mr. Le Quoc Tuy to me.
During that meeting, Mr. Tuy talked about Mr.
Tran Van Huu. According to Mr. Tuy, Mr. Huu
was a promising figure for negotiating a
ceasefire. Mr. Tuy asked me to help him
contact Mr. Duong Van Minh to bring Mr. Huu
back, but Mr. Minh did not agree.

Mdc du 6ng Minh khong huong vng giai phap
cua ong Hiru, ong Tuy ciing cdy toi nho Toa
Pai Sit Phap chuyén céng dién goi ong Hitu
qua. Nhung, luc do tai Toa Pai Sw Phap chi
con mot dién thoai vién chir khong con ai co
tham quyén ca.

Although Mr. Minh did not support Mr. Huu's
solution, Mr. Tuy still asked me to request the
French Embassy to send a telegram to call Mr.
Huu over. But, at that time, at the French
Embassy, there was only a telephone operator
left and no one with authority.

Thua, xin Pé-Péc cho biét sy than tinh giira
bo-Doc va Dai-Sw Phap, Jean-Marie
Mérillon?

Admiral, could you please share the nature
of your relationship with the French
Ambassador, Jean-Marie Mérillon?

Ciing khéng than tinh gi lam. Nhng lic d6 ai
nho toi diéu gi toi ciing giup, chi mong dem dén
sy thudn loi cho mién Nam thoi.

Not very close. But at that time, I helped
anyone who asked, just hoping to bring some
advantage to South Vietnam.
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Dai-Swr Phap Jean-Marie Meérillon (1926-

2013) thttps://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-
Marie M%C3%A9rillon}

French Ambassador Jean-Marie Merillon
(1926-2013)
{hitps://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-

Marie M%C3%A9rillon}

Thua, sau 1975 dng Tiy con lién lac voi Do-
Doc nira hay khéng?

Sir, after 1975 did Mr. Tuy continue to
contact you?

Cé. Khi gdp lai, éng Tiy cho biét, dém 29
thang 4, sau khi Ham-Doi rit khoi Saigon,
Tong Thong Duwong Van Minh noi véi ong Ty
la lam thé nao dé ong Minh gap lai toi. Ong
Tiiy cho 6ng Minh biét rang téi da di, néu muon
lién lac phai dung phwong tién quan doi.

Yes. When we met again, Mr. Tuy told me on
the night of April 29, after the Fleet Forces
withdrew from Saigon, President Duong Van
Minh asked Mr. Tuy how he could meet me
again. Mr. Tuy told President Minh that I had
already left, and if he wanted to contact me, he
would have to use military means.

Néu vy thi dém 29 thing 4 nim 1975
Twéng Minh c6 lién lac dwgc véi Pé-Doc
hay khong?

So, on the night of April 29, 1975, did
General Minh manage to contact you,
Admiral?

T6i khong nghe ong Minh goi gi trén hé thong
truyen tin ca. Toichinghe Dai-Ta Nguyen Van
Tan goi Ham-Dgi, nhung Dai-Ta Tan khong
noi ly do tai sao goi Ham-Poi tro vé.

I didn't hear Mr. Minh call anything on the
military communication system. [ only heard
Navy Captain Nguyen Van Tan call the Fleet
Forces, but Navy Captain Tan did not explain
the reason for calling the Fleet Forces back.

Xin P4-Péc cho biét y kién vé lwc hrong
khang chién do ong L.é Quoc Ty thanh lap.

Admiral, could you please share your
opinion on the resistance force established
by Mr. Le Quoc Tuy?




Hai-Qudan  Viet-Nam Cong-Hoa Ra Khoi, 1975
(Republic of Vietnham Navy on The High Seas, 1975)

Diép-My-Linh (Diep-My-Linh), page 13

Khi thanh ldp Mat-Tran T héng—thft cac Luc-
Luong Yéu Nuoc Giai-Phong Viét-Nam, ong
Tiy ¢6 lién lac véi t6i. Téi dong y hop tac va
phdi hai cieu s7 quan cao cap sang Thdi-Lan dé
phoi kiém. Néu sy viéc ding nhie nhitng diéu
ong Tuy da trinh bay thi toi sé sang Thai-Lan.

When the United Front of National Liberation
Forces of Vietnam was established, Mr. Tuy
contacted me. [ agreed to cooperate and sent
two former high-ranking officers to Thailand
to verify. If things were as Mr. Tuy had
presented, I would go to Thailand.
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Sau khi dwoc hai st quan tro vé bdo cdo, t6i
nhén thdy viéc lam ciia éng Ty khéng dwoc
nghiém chinh ldm; vi éng Tiy thwong hanh
dong theo y kién cd nhdn, thiéu tinh than tdp
thé.

After the two officers returned and reported, 1
found that Mr. Tuy's actions were not very
serious, because Mr. Tuy often acted
according to his personal opinions, lacking a
collective spirit.

Ong Tiy xdc nhdn véi téi rang Lwc-Lirong
Khdang-Chién ciia éng dy dwoc Trung-Cong
yém tro. Téi khong chap nhdn. Minh dd chong
Céng-San Ha-Ngi, nay khéng vi bat cir mét Iy
do gi minh lgi két hop voi mot ché dg Cong San
khac.

Mr. Tuy confirmed to me that his resistance
force was supported by China. Idid not accept
this. We had fought against the Vietnamese
Communists, and under no circumstances
would we ally with another communist regime.

Xin cam on Po6-Doc.

Thank you, Admiral.
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ONG TRAN VAN CHON {MR. TRAN VAN
CHON}

MR. TRAN VAN CHON

Nguyén Dé-Doc Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan

Former Rear Admiral, Chief Of Naval
Operations, Republic of Vietnam Navy

ONG TRAN VAN CHON (1920- 2019)
Nguyén Dé-Déc Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan (1957-
1959), (1966-1974), Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa

Trung TAm Huén Luyén Hai Quin Nha Trang
Khoa 1 (7/1952 — 10/1952), B¢ Nhat Duong
Cuu

{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tr%E1%BA%
ATn V%C4%83n_Ch%C6%AlIn}

MR. TRAN VAN CHON (1920- 2019)

Former Rear Admiral, Chief Of Naval
Operations (1957-1959), (1966-1974),
Republic of Vietnam Navy

Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 1
(7/1952 — 10/1952), First Aries

{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tr%E1%BA%
ATn V%C4%83n_Ch%C6%Aln}

Nam 1990, khi cuon tai liéu lich sir Hai-Qudn
V.N.C.H. Ra Khoi, 1975 dwoc xudt ban tai
Hoa-Ky thi Cyu Pé-Péc Tran-Van-Chon van
con bi Cong-San Viét-Nam cam tu.

In 1990, when this historical document -
Republic of Vietnam Navy on The High Seas,
1975 - was published in the United States,
Former Rear Admiral Tran Van Chon was still
imprisoned by the Vietnamese Communists.

Bai phdng vin nay dwoc thuc hién vao nam
1992, chi ‘hai tuan lé sau kﬁi Cuu Tw-Lénh Hdai-
Quan Tran-Van-Chon déen Hoa-Ky theo dién
H.O.

This interview was conducted in 1992, just two
weeks after Former Chief of Naval Operations
Tran Van Chon arrived in the United States
under the Humanitarian Operation (H.O.)
program, a subprogram of the U.S. Orderly
Departure Program (ODP).

Xin D6-Doc vui long cho biét mgt cach khai
lwge vé tieu sir cia Po-Doc?

Admiral, could you please provide a brief
overview of your biography?

Toi duoc sinh ra trong mot gia dinh Nho Gido,
[on len tai Ving-Tau. Luc thleu thoi toi da
quen tiéng séng vo dau ghénh, mdt di quen véi

I was born into a Confucian family and grew
up in Vung-Tau. In my youth, I got used to the
sound of waves crashing against the cliffs, and
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canh troi nuéc ménh mong. Toi thwong né dua
trén bdi cdt trdang, doi dwong xanh, ruot cong
liic dém trang, bat éc khi ngay nding, hodc lén
nili cao nhin ra bién réng, theo déi nhitng cdnh
buom lang lé tan chan troi.

my eyes got used to the vast landscape of the
sea and sky. I often played on the white sandy
beaches and green hills, chased crabs under
moonlit nights, collected shells on sunny days,
or climbed high mountains to look out at the
wide ocean, watching the sails quietly
disappear on the horizon.

Khéng Ti (551-479 truée Thién Chia)
thttps://asiasociety.org/education/confucius)

L

Confucius‘ -
thttps://asiasociety.org/education/confucius)

(551-479  before  Christ)

Nam
{https://chuyenxua.net/lich-su-hinh-thanh-va-
hinh-anh-ngay-xua-cua-vung-tau-cap-saint-

Jjacques/}

Viing  Tau, Vzet Cong Hoa

Vung  Tau, Republzc of Vietnam
{https://chuyenxua.net/lich-su-hinh-thanh-va-
hinh-anh-ngay-xua-cua-vung-tau-cap-saint-
Jjacques/}

T6i thich vién du tir thué bé. Lém 1én téi hoc
truwong Hang-Hai Saigon va lam st quan, theo
tau luot song vuot trung dwong twr tuoi hai

muwoi. Ba mwoi hai tudi téi theo hoc khéa I st
quan Hdi-Qudn — Khéa Bé Nhdt Duwong Cuu.
Ba mwoi bay tuéi t6i dam nhiém chirc vu Tu-
Lénh Hai-Quén. Ba muoi chin tuéi t6i theo
hoc trwong Hdi-Chién Hoa-Ky - U.S. Naval

I have loved traveling since childhood.
Growing up, I attended the Saigon Maritime
School and became an officer, sailing across
the ocean waves from the age of twenty. At the
age of thirty-two, I attended Naval Olfficer
Class 1 - the First Aries Class. At the age of
thirty-seven, I held the position of Chief of
Naval Operations. At the age of thirty-nine, 1
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War College. Sau khi mén khoa, téi vé Viét-
Nam, lam viéc tai Ban Nghién-Cuu, Bé—Quéc—
Phong; Trung Tam Trac-Nghiém Kha-Ning
Tdac-Chién, Bo-T 5ng—T ham-Mwu;, va Luc-
Luwong T udn-Giang, Bo-Tuw-Lénh Pia-Phuong-
Qudn. Bon muwoi sdu tudi t6i tré lai Hai-Qudn
dam nhi¢ém chirc vu Tu-Lénh Hai-Qudn ldn thur
hai, ngay 31-10-1966. Niam muoi bon tuéi téi
hoi huu vi qud han tuéi. Téi ban giao chire vu
Tw-Lénh Hai-Qudn cho Pé-Déc Lam-Ngwon-
Tanh.

attended the United States Naval War College.
After graduation, I returned to Vietnam and
worked at the Research Department of the
Ministry of Defense,; the Combat Capabilities
Testing Center in the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Headquarters; the Riverine Patrol Forces,
then the South Vietnamese Regional Forces
Headquarters. At the age of forty-six, 1
returned to the Navy to assume the position of
Chief of Naval Operations for the second time,
on October 31, 1966. At the age of fifty-four, [
retired because I was too old. I handed over
the position of Chief of Naval Operations to
Rear Admiral Lam Nguon Tanh.

Trung Tam Hudn Luyén Hai Qudn Nha Trang
Khéa 1 (7/1952 — 10/1952), Bé Nhdt Dwong
Cuu

Tir trdi sang phai: Nguyén Van Lich, Chung
Tan Cang, Lam Nguwon Tanh, T ran Van Chon,
Poan Ngoc Bich, va Tran Vian Phan

{Hai Su/Lwoc Sw Hai Qudan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa, trang 504}

Nha raﬂg Naval Training Center Class 1
(7/1952 — 10/1952), First Aries

From left to right: Nguyén Van Lich, Chung
Tan Cang, Lam Nguwon Tanh, T ran Van Chon,
Poan Ngoc Bich, and Tran Vian Phén

{Naval History/A Brief History of the Republic
of Vietnam Navy, page 504}
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Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island,
USA
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval War Co
llege)}

DPé-Dic Lam-Nawon-Tanh (1928-2018), Tu-
Lénh Hai-Quan, Hai Quadn Viéet Nam Cong
Hoa

Trung Tam Hudn Luyén Hdi Qudn Nha Trang
Khoa 1 (7/1952 — 10/1952), B¢ Nhat Duong
Cuu

Rear Admiral Lam Nguon Tanh (1928-2018),
Chief of Naval Operations, Republic of
Vietnam Navy

Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 1
(7/1952 — 10/1952), First Aries
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thttp://members.tripod.com/~nguyentin/tanh.j
pg}

thttp://members.tripod.com/~nguyentin/tanh.j
pg}

Thua D6-DPoc, ¢6 nguon tin néi rang, vio
thoi diém séi suc nhat cia cude chién, Pai
Twéng Dwong Vin Minh c¢6 y moi Do-Doc
tham gia vao noi cac cia Pai-Twéng. Piang
hay khéng, thwa Do-Doc?

Admiral, there is a source saying that, at the
height of the Vietnam War, General Duong
Van Minh intended to invite you to join his
cabinet. Is that correct, Admiral?

Téi khéng thich chinh tri, khong hiéu biét
nhiéu vé chinh tri va téi ciing khong nghe ai
néi véi téi vé viéc Pai-Tuwéng Duwong-Vin-
Minh moi téi tham di ngi cac ciia Ong dy.

Khoang nam 1955 téi tham dy cudéc hanh qudn
Pinh-Tién-Hodng tai mién Tdy va cudc hanh
quan Hoang-Diéu tai Rung-Sat voi chirc vu
Chi-Huy-Truong Giang-Luc, duoi sy chi huy
hanh qudn cua Pai-Tuwong Minh; luc do Pai-
Tuwéng Minh mang cdp bic Pai-Téa Luc-Qudn.
Chung toi quen nhau tir do va dwoc Dai-Tuong
doi xir trong tinh chién hitu than thiét. Tir khi
Ong lam Quéc-Trieong cho dén lic Ong nhin
chire Tong Thong, ching t6i chi gdp nhau vdo
nhitng cuéc hop, nhwng tinh chién hiru giita
chung toi khong luc nao bi sut mé.

I don't like politics, I don't know much about
politics, and I have not heard anyone tell me
that General Duong Van-Minh invited me to
join his cabinet.

Around 1955, I participated in the Dinh-Tien-
Hoang operation in 1V Corps Tactical Zone
and the Hoang-Dieu operation in Rung-Sat as
the Commander of the River Forces, under the
command of General Minh; at that time,
General Minh held the rank of Colonel in the
Army. We have known each other since then,
and General Minh treated me with close
camaraderie. From the time he became Head
of State until he assumed the presidency, we
only met at meetings, but our camaraderie was
never strained.

FRwRCES AL

Il CORPS

A Con Sen lsiend
Ca Mau " g “: — S—

20 = 100

Ving IV Chién Thudt, Viét Nam Céng Hoa
{John Darrell Sherwood, "War in the Shallows
- U.S. Navy Coastal and Riverine Warfare in
Vietham, 1965-1968," trang 167, Naval
History and Command, Department of the
Navy, Washington, D.C., 2015}
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1V Corps Tactical Zone, Republic of Vietnam
{John Darrell Sherwood, "War in the Shallows
- U.S. Navy Coastal and Riverine Warfare in
Vietham, 1965-1968," page 167, Naval
History and Command, Department of the

Navy, Washington, D.C., 2015}
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Rung Sat, Viet Nam Cong Hoa {John Darrell
Sherwood, "War in the Shallows - U.S. Navy
Coastal and Riverine Warfare in Vietnam,
1965-1968," trang 9, Naval History and

Command,  Department the Navy,

of
Washington, D.C., 2015}

Rung Sat Swamp, Republic of Vietnam {John
Darrell Sherwood, "War in the Shallows - U.S.

Navy Coastal and Riverine Warfare in
Vietnam, 1965-1968," page 9, Naval History
and Command, Department of the Navy,
Washington, D.C., 2015}

Thwa P8-Péc, sang 25 thang 4-1975, nhin
lic ghé tw dinh cia Pa-DPéc dé thim Ba, toi
han hanh dwoc gip ca P6-Pdc nira. Hom dé
t6i c6 héi Ba va Po-Poc vé y dinh di tan. Ca
Ba va Po-D6c déu khing dinh 1a P6-Déc va
gia dinh sé khong di dau ca. Xin P6-Dbc vui
1ong cho biét 1y do nao P6-Pdc khong mudn
di tan?

Admiral, on the morning of April 25, 1975,
when I visited your residence to see your
wife, I had the honor of meeting you as well.
That day, I asked both your wife and you
about your evacuation plans. Both of you
confirmed that you and your family would
not be going anywhere. Could you please
share the reason why you did not want to
evacuate?

Khoang 20 thang 4 nam 1975, khi dwoc tin Do-
Péc Elmo Zumwalt nho tiy vién Hai-Qudn
danh may bay cho téi va gia dinh toi di tan
sang My, t6i tirc toc vé Viing-Tau rudc Ba Md
toi vao Saigon dé chuan bi roi Viét-Nam.

Around April 20, 1975, when I heard that
Admiral Elmo Zumwalt had asked the Naval
Attaché to arrange a plane for me and my
family to evacuate to America, I immediately
hurried back to Vung Tau to bring my parents
to Saigon to prepare to leave Vietnam.




Hai-Qudan  Viet-Nam Cong-Hoa Ra Khoi, 1975

(Republic of Vietnham Navy on The High Seas, 1975)

Diép-My-Linh (Diep-My-Linh), page 20

Dé-Déc Elmo Zumwalt (1920-2000), Tu-Lénh
Hai Quan Hoa Ky
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elmo Zumwalt
/

Admiral Elmo Zumwalt (1920-2000), Chief of
Naval Operations, U.S. Navy
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elmo Zumwalt

/

Lén dén Saigon, Ba Ma t6i qud xiic cam truée
canh bi dat trong cuoc lui quan va di tan dan
chiing tir mién Trung vao. Ba Ma t6i rdt buon
rau va khé tdm. Ba Ma téi khéng khuyén
chiing t6i nén ra di hay ¢ lai. Nhung, qua sdc
thdi ciia Ba Ma 16i, t6i thdy dwoc rang Ba Md
t6i rat dau khé khi phdi roi bé noi chén nhau
cdt rén. Qua nhiéu ngday dém suy nghi, ludng
I va cau nguyén, t6i quyét dinh ciing vo con &
lai véi Ba Ma téi. Téi hy vong rang dirc hanh
tu hanh ciia Ba Ma t6i ¢é thé che ché cho gia
dinh t6i bat cir trong trwong hop ndo.

When we arrived in Saigon, my parents were
deeply moved by the tragic scenes of the
retreat and the evacuation of people from the
Central Highlands. My parents were very sad
and heartbroken. My parents did not advise us
to leave or stay. However, through my parents’
expressions, I could see that my parents were
very miserable at the thought of leaving their
birthplace. After many days and nights of
thinking, hesitating, and praying, I decided to
stay with my parents along with my wife and
children. I hoped that my parents' virtuous
conduct could protect our family in any
Situation.
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{https: //thedaysforward com/vzetnam in- N
ironic-conclusion-1975/}

Ngodi Iy do Cha Me gid yéu, t6i van nhé t6i da
ting la Ham-Trwéng va van giik tinh than
Ham-Truéng mdc du t6i dia vé hieu. Truyén
théng cao quy ciia Hai-Qudn la Ham-Triedng
khong bo tau. Va lgi, nguoi ta thuwong noi
“Sinh vi tuwéng, tir vi than”, thi truong hop t6i
khong di tan ciing la chuyén binh thuong.

Besides the reason for having elderly parents,
1 still remember that I was once a ship
Commanding Officer and still maintain the
spirit of a Commanding Officer even though I
am retired. The noble tradition of the Navy is
that the Commanding Officer does not
abandon his/her ship. Besides, people often
say "Sinh vi tuong, tu vi than", so it is normal
for me not to evacuate.

Thwa Po-Poc, co ngufm tin noi r%mg Pai-Uy
Trin Vin Chanh, con ciia Po-Pbc, dua
chién ham tré vé dé don Po-Poc ma Po-Doc
va gia dinh ciing vin khong chiu di tan.
Piing hay khéng, thua Po-Doc?

Admiral, there is a source saying that
Lieutenant Tran Van Chanh, your son,
brought a warship back to pick you up, but
you and your family still refused to
evacuate. Is that correct, Admiral?

Ving. Pung. Thoi gian do, Pai-Uy Chdnh la
Ham-Truong HQ 601. Hom 29 thang 4 Chanh
dwa Dé-Poc Chung Tin Cang, P6-Péc Diép
Quang Thuy cung gia dinh cua hai vi nay ti
Bo-Tw-Lénh Hai-Quan ra chién ham lén dang
hoat dong ngoai khoi Viing-Tau. Hom sau,
Chadnh dwa chién ham xuyén qua ving bi dich
chiém, trévé Saigon, véi ¥ dinh rudc téi va gia
dinh ra khoi. Nhung vi gia dinh toi va toi da
dong ¥ & lai véi Ba Ma t6i cho nén Chénh tré
lai chién ham, hop thity thii dodn va quyét dinh
théo ong cho chim tau réi chia tay.

Yes, that is correct. At that time, Lieutenant
Chanh was the Commanding Officer of HQ
Tien-Moi {PGM (Patrol Gunboat Motor)
601}. On April 29, Chanh took Vice Admiral
Chung Tan Cang, Commodore Diep Quang
Thuy, and their families from the Republic of
Vietnam Navy Headquarters to a large
warship operating off the coast of Vung-Tau.
The next day, Chanh brought the warship
through an enemy-occupied area back to
Saigon to take me and my family to the sea.
However, since my family and I had agreed to
stay with my parents, Chanh returned to the
warship, gathered the crew, and decided to
scuttle the ship, and then parted ways.
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HQ Tién Méi {Tuan Duyén Ham 601}, di
Quan Viéet Nam Cong Hoa {https://history-
classics.de/?page id=2989}

HQ Tien Moi {Patrol Gunboat, Motor (PGM)
601},  Republic  of  Vietnam  Navy
thttps://history-classics.de/?page id=2989)

Long trung hiéu ciia Chdanh lam t6i hanh dién
vo cung. Va hanh dong cua thuy thu doan HQ
601 da chung to Hai-Quan V.N.C.H. da ren
luyén dwoc tinh than Vé Uy manh liét trong
hang ngil sT quan, ha si quan va thuy thu.

Chanh's loyalty and filial piety make me
extremely proud. And the actions of the HQ
Tien-Moi {PGM (Patrol Gunboat Motor) 601}
crew proved that the Republic of Vietnam Navy
has trained a strong spirit of Fearlessness
among its commissioned officers, non-
commissioned officers, and sailors.

Thuwa, néu Po-Poc vin con 1a Tu-Lénh Hai-
Quan vao thoi diém cudi thang 4 nim 1975,
Po-Pic sé c6 nhirng quyét dinh nao khac véi
nhitng quyét dinh ciia P6-Péc Chung Tin
Cang hay khong?

Admiral, if you were still Chief of Naval
Operations at the end of April 1975, would
you have made any different decisions
compared to Vice Admiral Chung Tan
Cang?

Néu téi van con gitk nhiém vu dzeu khzen Hai-
Qudn cé € t6i ciing lui qudn vé mién Tdy c6
thii, dé ciing cé luc lrong va ruée gia dinh binh
si. Néu quédn V.N.C.H. lam vao cdanh thé cing
luec tgn thi rut dan ra Pha-Quéc dé cho doi sur
can thi¢p cua Lién-Hi¢p- Quéc. Néu dong
minh cua minh ciing van khong giup minh
trong canh khén cing thi danh phdi ra di dé
bao toan lyc lwong nhu cac anh em Hai-Quadn
da lam ma thoi.

If I were still in command of the Navy, I would
probably retreat to the IV Corps Tactical Zone
to consolidate forces and bring the soldiers’
families. If the Republic of Vietnam Armed
Forces were in a desperate situation, I would
gradually retreat to Phu Quoc to wait for
intervention from the United Nations. If our
allies still did not help us in our dire situation,
we would have to leave to preserve our forces,
just as the Navy did.

Xin D6-Doc vui long cho biét nhirng su vige
da xay ra cho Do6-Doc sau ngay 30 thang 4
nam 1975?

Admiral, could you please share what
happened to you after April 30, 1975?

Sau khi chiém dwoc Saigon, Cong-San kéu goi
st quan Quan-Lyc V.N.C.H. ra trinh di¢n. Vi
da giai ngu, t6i khong trinh dién. Toi lan tranh.
Pén cudi thang 6, Cong-San lai ra théng cdo,
bugc nhirng si quan da gidi ngi ciing phai trinh
dién dé di hoc tdp, dem theo tién com mot
thang.

After capturing Saigon, the Communists called
for the Republic of Vietham Armed Forces
officers to report. Since I had been
discharged, I did not report. [ went into
hiding. By the end of June, the Communists
issued another notice, requiring discharged
officers to report for reeducation, bringing a
month's worth of food money.
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Toi trinh dién tai ky tuc xa Minh-Mang. Tai
day toi gap Trung Tuwong Duwong Van Pirc va
mot so dong si quan da giai ngil.

I reported to the Minh-Mang dormitory.
There, I met Lieutenant General Duong Van
Duc and many other discharged officers.

Trung Tuwong Duwong Van DPuc (1927-2000),
Republic of Vietnam Army
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C6%B0%C
6%AIng V2%C4%83n_2%C4%90%E1%BB%
A9c}

Lieutenant General Dwong Van Duc (1927-
2000),  Republic  of  Vietnam  Army
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C6%B0%C
6%AIng V2%C4%83n_2%C4%90%E1%BB%

A9c}

Hai ngay sau, Céng-San chuyén Trung Tuéng
Pirc va téi dén Trung-Tam Hudn-Luyén
Quang-Trung cil, do qudn doi B6-Quoc-Phong
quan 1y. Noi day téi gdp lai tat ca Tudng Lanh
da tap trung tu dot truce. Chung t6i ¢ day gan
mgt nam roi bi chuyén bang may bay ra trai
Yén-Bdi, mién niii rung Bdc Viét. Tai Yén-Bdi,
chiing t6i lao déng khé sai, khéng dwoc gia
dinh tham nuoi.

Two days later, the Communists transferred
Lieutenant General Duc and me to the old
Quang Trung Army Training Center, managed
by the Ministry of Defense. There, [ met all the
Generals who had been gathered from the
previous round. We stayed there for nearly a
year before being flown to Yen-Bai camp, in
the mountainous forests of North Vietnam. At
Yen-Bai, we were subjected to hard labor and
were not allowed family visits.

Cai
thttps://www.thevietnamese. 0rg/2024/05/post

Trai

A Re-education Camp
thttps://www.thevietnamese.org/2024/05/post
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-1975-tragedy-the-grim-reality-of-life-in-
vietnams-re-education-camps/}

-1975-tragedy-the-grim-reality-of-life-in-
vietnams-re-education-camps/}

Hai ndm sau, ching t6i bi chuyén dén trai Ha-
Tdy (Ha-Son-Binh), do cong an Bo-Noi-Vu
quan ly. Thoi gian nay chung toi dwoc gia dinh
tiép té bang buwu kién. Néu khéng cé su tiép té
cua gia dinh thi nguoi tu cdi tao cua Cong-San
Bdc-Viét khéng thé song dwoc!

Two years later, we were transferred to Ha-
Tay camp (Ha-Son-Binh), managed by the
police of the Ministry of Internal Affairs.
During this time, we received supplies from
our families through parcels. Without family
support, prisoners in North Vietnamese re-
education camps could not survive!

Sau 5 nam tai trai Ha-Tdy, mot sé si quan cdp
Tudng — trong dé c6 t6i — dwge tha vé Saigon,
sau cudc hdi nghi dau tién giita Tuwdng Vessy
va Cong-San Viét-Nam.

Dai Twong John William Vessey, Jr. (1922-
2016), Tong Tham Muwu Trudng Quan Péi Hoa
Ky, thttps://www.jcs.mil/About/The-Joint-
Staff/Chairman/General-John-William-
Vessey-Jr/}

After 5 years at Ha Tay camp, a number of flag
officers - including myself - were released back
to Saigon, following the first meeting between
General Vessy and the Vietnamese

Communists.

General John William Vessey, Jr. (1922-
2016), Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
US. Army {https://'www.jcs.mil/About/The-
Joint-Staff/Chairman/General-John-William-
Vessey-Jr/}

Sau khi nhan va doc gicfy ra trai t6i mdi biét
“cao trang” cua toi:
»  Bjcan tdi: Thiéu T wong Pé-Poc.
Bi bat ngay: 23-6-1975.
Bi an: Phat tap trung cdi tao.
= Tw twong: Chira biéu hién gi xdu.

After receiving and reading the camp
discharge papers, I learned of my "charges":
"  Accused: Rear Admiral
= Arrested on: June 23, 1975.
= Sentence: Reeducation Camp.
» Jdeology: Nothing bad.
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»  Tham gia hoc tdp: Khai bao con chung
chung.

= Chdp hanh ngi quy: Chira sai pham gi
[om.

= Xé}? logi cdi tao: Trung binh.

= Participation in reeducation:
Undeclared.
»  Compliance with regulations: No

major violations.
"  Reeducation rating: Average.

Xin P6-Poc vui 1ong cho biét, véi bi quyét
nao ma sau thoi gian dai bi tu day trong
nhiéu trai cai tao, P6-Péc vin giit duoc
phong thii ung dung, thanh thin va mot co
thé khée manh nhw vay?

Admiral, could you please share the secret
to maintaining your calm demeanor,
tranquility, and good health after being
imprisoned in various re-education camps
for such a long time?

Nho Troi ban phudc cho nén siec khoe cua toi
cing binh thuong, da dé hong hao, lung con
thing, nhung téc da bac trang. Con nguoi
khéng thé nao chéng lai dwoc sw tan phd ciia
thoi gian; nhdt la thoi gian dai trong chén lao
tit Cong-San. Nhiéu nguoi hoi t6i thién theo
phirong phdp nao ma dwge sdc thdi dao cot
tién phong. Téi khéng thién theo phirong phap
nao cd. Téi thuong nghe néi: “Twdng chuyén
do tam. Tdm trung xudt hinh w ngoai”. C6 1é
tém minh thodi mdi nén vé mat thay vui tuoi,
hom ho chir khéng c6 bi quyét gi dau.

Thanks to God's blessings, my health is
normal, my skin is rosy, my back is still
straight, but my hair has turned white.
Humans cannot resist the ravages of time,
especially after a long period in Communist
prisons. Many people ask me which method of
meditation I follow to achieve such a serene
and dignified appearance. I don't follow any
specific meditation method. I often hear the
saying: "Tuong chuyen do tam. Tam trung
xuat hinh u ngoai.” Perhaps because my mind
is at ease, my face in turn appears cheerful and
happy. There's no secret to it.

Thuwa, sau khi P6-Pdc ra ti va sau khi Do-
Poc dén Hoa-Ky, thin tinh giira dai gia dinh
Hai-Quén ddi véi Po-Péc ¢é6 khac xwa hay
khong?

Admiral, after you were released from
prison and after you came to the United
States, did the relationship between the
Navy family and you change compared to
before?

Sau khi t6i ra ti, rdt nhiéu ban bé cii trong
nude dén tham; nhat la anh em Hai- -Qudan,
Tuan-Giang, Hang-Hai Thwong-Thuyén. O
nwoc ngodi co cac ban Hai-Quadn nhuw Pao,
Thang, Quynh, Dong, Tho, Minh, Hung, Tuoi,
V. V... viét thu tham héi va giri qua cho téi. Thu
ciia cdc ban day tinh than.

After I was released from prison, many old
friends in Vietnam came to visit, especially
Navy comrades, River Patrol, and Merchant
Marine. Overseas, there were Navy friends
like Dao, Thang, Quynh, Dong, Tho, Minh,
Hung, Tuoi, etc., who wrote letters and sent
gifts to me. Their letters were full of affection.
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Phé Dé Péc Vii Dinh Dao (1931-2020), Hai
Quan Viet Nam Cong Hoa

Trung Tdam Hudn Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang,
Khoa 3 (7/1953-01/1954), Dé Nhat Song Nam

{https://sidoni.net/tieu-su-vu-dinh-dao-chuan-
tuong-cua-quan-luc-viet-nam-cong-hoa-
515984.html}

ol
&)

Commodore Vu Dinh Dao (1931-2020),
Republic of Vietnam Navy

Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 3
(7/1953 — 10/1954), First Gemini

{https://sidoni.net/tieu-su-vu-dinh-dao-chuan-
tuong-cua-quan-luc-viet-nam-cong-hoa-
s15984.html}

Khi dén My, cac ban Hdi-Qudn ¢ San Jose dén
don toi tai phi truong San Francisco va mo tiéc
lién hoan mung toi thoat khoi gong cum Cong-
San. Nhitng ban Hai-Qudn ¢ Los Angeles, San
Diego, Virginia, Houston, Seattle, Chicago, v.
V... cling mo tiéc mung toi da dén dwoc xir tw
do.

When I arrived in the U.S., Navy friends in San
Jose came to pick me up at the San Francisco
airport and held a party to celebrate my
freedom from Communist imprisonment. Navy
friends in Los Angeles, San Diego, Virginia,
Houston, Seattle, Chicago, etc., also held
parties to celebrate my arrival in the land of
freedom.

Sau ba thang tdi ngd ciing cdc chién hivu Hai-
Qudn, t6i nhdn thdy, mdc di Hai-Qudn
V.N.C.H. dd “tan hang” gan 17 ndm, nhung
Tinh Than Hai-Qudn van con ving trong moi
nguoi linh Hai-Oudn V.N.C.H. Tinh thén thiét
“huynh d@é chi binh” khién cho Hai-Qudn két
dodn véi nhau rat chdt ché trong hé thong tén
ti trat ty cua mot dai gia dinh. Truoc tinh than
nay, trudc tam tw, nguyén vong ndy, toi tin
twong rang khong sém thi mudn con chdu ciia
chung ta sé hop lyc cung chung ta hodac thay

After three months of reuniting with my Navy
comrades, 1 realized that, although the
Republic of Vietnam Navy has been
"disbanded" for nearly 17 years, the Navy
Spirit is still strong in each of us. The
camaraderie and brotherhood have kept us
closely united within the hierarchical system of
a large family.  With this spirit, these
sentiments, and aspirations, I believe that
sooner or later, our descendants will join
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thé ching ta khéi phuc lai qudn ching Hai-
Quan.

forces with us or replace us to restore the
Navy.

Thua, P6-Poc c6 y dinh viét hoi ky hay
khong?

Admiral, do you intend to write a memoir?

Néu viét hoi ky vé Hai-Qudn V.N.C.H. thi, t6i
nhdn thdy, cuon Hai-Quan V.N.C.H. Ra Khoi,
1975 cua Piép-My-Linh va nhitng bai trong
ddc san Ludt Song, nhiéu anh em Hai-Qudn da
ghi lai nhitng hoat dong cia Hai-Qudn mot
cach trung thyc. Nhitng quyén sdch nay co thé
diing lam tai liéu dé bé sung cho quyén Lich
Swr Hai-Qudn V.N.C.H., trong do Ban Lich Su
cua Bo-Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan da ghi vo nhiing
hoat dong hang ngdy ciia Hai-Qudn, tir té chirc
cho dén hanh quan.
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If [ were to write a memoir about the Republic
of Vietnam Navy, I believe that the book
“Republic of Vietnam Navy on The High Seas,
1975 by Diep-My-Linh and the articles in the
special issue “Luot Song” - where many Navy
comrades have truthfully recorded the
activities of the Navy - could be used as
supplementary materials for the book “History
of the Republic of Vietnam Navy,” in which the
Naval Historical Committee has documented
the Navy's daily activities, from organization
to operations.
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“Republic of Vietnam Navy on The High Seas,
1975 by Diep-My-Linh
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Néu viét hoi ky cho riéng t6i, t6i nghi tir triede
den nay cong viéc cua toi lam khong co gi dac
sdc. Moi viéc déu do cdc chién hitu dam dwong
va hoan thanh. Téi chi c6 y kién, xem xét, kiém
tra, don déc. Thém nira, tri nhé ciia t6i khong
dwoc minh man ldm. Hoi twong lai nhitng sy
kién dd trai qua hang hai ba muwoi ndm la mét
viéc kho nhoc doi voi tudi gia nay. Viét hoi ky
ciing can cé tai liéu chinh xdc dé chirng minh
nhitng dir kién. To6i chua c6 phuwong tién dé
lam viéc nay.

If I were to write my memoir, I think that my
work so far has not been particularly special.

Everything  was accomplished by my
comrades. I only provided opinions, reviews,
proofreading, and encouragement. Moreover,
my memory is not very sharp. Recalling events
that happened twenty or thirty years ago is a
difficult task for someone of my age. Writing a
memoir also requires accurate documents to
prove the facts. I do not have the means to do
this yet.

Thwa, P6-Poc nghi nhu thé nao vé cudn
Chén Dung Tuwéng Nguy?

Admiral, what do you think about the book
“Chan Dung Tuong Nguy”?

Tdc gid quyén Chdn Dung Tuwéng Nguy la mét
nguoi Cong-San.  Ma nguwoi Cong-San thi

The author of “Chan Dung Tuong Nguy” is a
Communist. And Communists never speak
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khéng bao gio néi tot cho mot nguoi khéng
Céng-San. D6 la nguyén tdc cua ho. Vi viy,
trong cuén Chan Dung Twdéng Nguy, tdc gid
ding nhitng 101 1€ khéng chinh ddang dé béi nho
bdt cit nhdn vit ndo thudc chinh quyén va
Qudn-Dgi V.N.C.H.

well of a non-Communist.  That's their
principle. Therefore, in the book “Chan Dung
Tuong Nguy”, the author uses unjust words to
smear any figures belonging to the government
and the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces.

Xin cam on DPo-Doc.

Thank you, Admiral.
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ONG VINH LOC {MR. VINH LOC}

MR. VINH LOC

Nguyén Trung Tudng
Téng-Tham-Muu-Truéng Cubi Cling
cua Quan-Lyc Viét-Nam Cong-Hoa
(28/4/1975-30/4/1975)

Former Lieutenant General
The last Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
of the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces
(28/4/1975-30/4/1975)

Trung Tudng Vinh Loc (1923-2009)

{https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E1%BB
%85n_Ph%C3%BAc_V%C4%A9nh L%E1
%BB%99¢c}

Lieutenant General Vinh Loc (1923-2009)
Republic of Vietnam Army
{https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E1%BB
%85n_Ph%C3%BAc_V%C4%A9nh L%E1

%BB%99¢c}

Xin Trung Twéng vui long cho biét: Thang
4 nam 1975, Trung Twéng nhim chirc
Tong-Tham-eru-Trlro’ng ngay nao va sic
1énh ay do ai ky?

Lieutenant General, could you please tell us
on what date in April 1975, you were
appointed Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, and who signed that decree?

Sdc lénh cir t6i vao chire vu T (5ng-T ham-Muu-
Trudng chi dwoe van phong Phii Tong Thong
théng bdo cho t6i — vi si quan tham nién nhat
con tai ngii — vdo chiéu 29 thang 4 -1975 chi
16i chwa hé thdy cho nén khong biét ai da ky
sdc lénh do.

The decree appointing me to the position of
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff was only
communicated to me by the Presidential Olffice
— as the most senior officer still on active duty
— on the afternoon of April 29, 1975, but 1
never saw it, so I don't know who signed it.

Thuwa, sau d6 ¢6 phai Trung Twdng chi dinh
hoidc b6 nhiém Pai-Ta4 Nguyén Van Tan,

Sir, after that, did you appoint or assign
Navy Captain Nguyen Van Tan, Head of the
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Truomg Khoi An-Ninh Hai-Quin, vao chirc
vu Tw-Lénh HAi-Quan hay khong?

Navy Security Division, to the position of
Chief of Naval Operations?

Theo qudn ludt, bat cir thoi binh hay thoi chién,
si quan ndo cdp bdc cao nhdt hay tham nién
nhat, dwong nhién tam quyén chi huy don vi
ma don vi truong cua don vi do tw tran, dao
nhiém hay ving mdt. Pai-Td Tan & vdo truong
hop nay.

According to military law, whether in
peacetime or wartime, the officer with the
highest rank or seniority naturally assumes
temporary command of the unit if the unit’s
commander is killed, defects, or is absent.
Navy Captain Tan was in this situation.

Thwa, “nam” chitc Tong-Tham-Muu-
Truwéong Quan-Luc V.N.C.H. vao gio' phut
nguy ngip nhét cia cudc chién, Trung
Twéng c6 ky vong nhiéu vao Hai-Quan hay
khong?

Sir, "assuming'' the position of Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Republic of
Vietnam Armed Forces at the most critical
moment of the war, did you have high
expectations for the Republic of Vietnam
Navy?

Liic d6 Khong-Qudn di bé di hét réi; chi con
Hai-Qudn la c6 di phirong tién dé lam dwoc
mot cdi gi cho dat nuée. Téi wée mo dwoc ban
bac véi Pé-Poc Cang de Lyc-Lwong Hai-
Qudn tdp trung tai Phi-Quoc va Con-Son, lam
thanh hai dau cau, cung voi Can-Tho, tao
thanh mot tam-gidc-scft c6 thé dén nhdn lan
séng di tan dé khéi dau mét cude khang chién
hitu hiéu va lau dai.

At that time, the Air Force had all left; only the
Navy had enough means to do something for
the country. I dreamed of discussing with Vice
Admiral Cang to have the naval forces
concentrate at Phu Quoc and Con Son,
forming two bridgeheads, together with Can
Tho, creating an iron triangle that could
receive the waves of evacuees and start an
effective and long-term resistance.

[

Il CORPE

o Gon Sen lsland
Collms 5 5 i — ——

25 = 100

Phii Quéc & Cén Son, Viét Nam Céng Hoa
{John Darrell Sherwood, "War in the Shallows
- U.S. Navy Coastal and Riverine Warfare in
Vietnam, 1965-1968," trang 167, Naval
History and Command, Department of the
Navy, Washington, D.C., 2015}
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Phu Quoc & Con Son, Republic of Vietnam
{John Darrell Sherwood, "War in the Shallows
- U.S. Navy Coastal and Riverine Warfare in
Vietnam, 1965-1968," page 167, Naval
History and Command, Department of the
Navy, Washington, D.C., 2015}

Thua, lic d6 Trung Twdng cé lién lac véi
Po-Doc Cang hay khong?

Sir, did you contact Vice Admiral Cang at
that time?

C@iéu 29 thang 4, 10i muon gap Pé-Poc Cang
de ban vé phwong cdach dwa chinh phu hodc

On the afternoon of April 29, I wanted to meet
with Vice Admiral Cang to discuss ways to
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nhitng nhan vét dau ndo cia chinh phii vé mién
Tdy, nhung khong hiéu tai sao cudc gap go' do
khong thuce hién duoc.

[ r-corps — o

[2] 1-Corps \ avana 1/
[3] mr-corps
IV-Corps

1V Corps Tactical Zone (Saigon-Gia Dinh
area)
thttps://www.vietnambattlefieldtours.com/tou
rs/ctz/zones.asp)

move the government or key government
figures to the IV Corps Tactical Zone;
however, I don't understand why that meeting
did not take place.

[ rcorps — 4

[2] mr-Corps e 1o/
[3] mr-corps
IV-Corps

1V Corps Tactical Zone (Saigon-Gia Dinh
area)
thttps://www.vietnambattlefieldtours.com/tou
rs/ctz/zones.asp)

Thua, hic d6 Trung Tuéng cé nghi dén
phu’o’ng cach khac hay khong?

Sir, at that time, did you think of another
way?

T6i 29 thang 4, t6i goi Khong-Quan, xin phi co
chuyén chinh phii xuong mién Tady, voi hy vong
la minh c6 thé cam ci dé thiwong thuyét véi
Viét-Cong. Nhung...(Trung Tudng Vinh Loc
lac dau, khong noi tiép!)

On the evening of April 29, I called the Air
Force and asked for planes to transport the
government to the IV Corps Tactical Zone,
hoping that we could hold out to negotiate with
the Viet Cong. But ... (Lieutenant General
Vinh Loc shook his head, not continuing his
speech!)

Khi ¢6 y dinh dwa chinh phii xuéng mién
Tay, Trung Twéng c6 lién lac véi Thieu
Twéng Nguyén Khoa Nam khong a?

When you planned to move the government
to the IV Corps Tactical Zone, did you
contact Major General Nguyen Khoa Nam?

Khodng 7 gio 30 hay 8 gio téi 29, téi dién thoai
cho Tuong Nam. Toi mong duoc trao danh dy
Qudn-Doi vao tay Tuéng Nam, vi, voi tw cach
Tong-Tham-Muwu-Truéng Qudn-Poi, nhwng
16i khéng con bdt cir phwong tién nao trong tay
dé xir dung cd. Giong Twéng Nam rdt binh

Around 7:30 or 8:00 p.m. on April 29, I called
General Nam. I hoped to pass the honor of the
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces to General
Nam, because, as the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, I had no means left to use.
General Nam's voice was very calm: "Sir, if
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than: “Pan anh da giao cho thi dan em xin
nhan. Toi sé co gang hét suc dé lam dwoc cong
viéc do.”

you entrust it to me, I, a junior flag officer, will
accept it. I will try my best to accomplish the
task.”

R L el

Thiéu Twéng Nguyen Khoa Nam (1927-1975),
B¢ Binh
thttps://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E 1 %BB
%85n_Khoa Nam)
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Major General Nguyen Khoa Nam (1929-
1975),  Republic  of Vietham  Army
thttps://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E 1 %BB
%85n_Khoa Nam)

Theo toi, voi ba Sw-Doan Bo-Binh — Su-Poan
21, Su-Doan 7 va Su-Doan 9 — cung voi
Khong-Luyec tai Binh-Thuy va Lwc- Lwong Hai-
Qudn, Tuwéng Nam cé thé giik viing Vimg IV
trong mot thoi gian, cho chinh phii xuéng ...
(Trung Tuéng Vinh Loc lai lic dau, tiép)
Twong Nam la nan nhan cua ky luat Quan-Doi!

In my opinion, with three Infantry Divisions —
the 21st, 7th, and 9th Divisions — along with
the Air Force at Binh Thuy and the Navy,
General Nam could hold 1V Corps Tactical
Zone for a while, waiting for the government
to come down ... (Lieutenant General Vinh Loc
shook his head again and continued) General
Nam was a victim of military discipline!
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Binh
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Binh_Thuy Air
_Base}

Thuy
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Force
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Binh_Thuy Air
Base}
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@ Binh Thuy
Air Base

Can Cw Khong Qudn Binh  Thuy
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Binh_Thuy Air
_Base}

@ Binh Thuy
Air Base

Binh Thuy Air Base, Republic of Vietnam Air

Force

thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Binh_Thuy Air
Base)

Xin Trung Twéng vui 1ong cho biét nhimg
dién tién chung quanh Trung Twéng ké tir
khi Trung Twéng nham chirc Téng-Tham-
Muu-Truéng cho dén khi Trung Twéng dén
Bo-Tu-Lénh Hai-Quén dé dwoc di tan.

Lieutenant General, could you please tell us
about the events surrounding you from the
time you assumed the position of Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff until you arrived
at the Republic of Vietnam Navy
Headquarters to be evacuated?

T6i dén toa nha chinh Bo-Tong-Tham-Muu
vdo triea 29. Toa nha trong tron, khéng mot
bong nguoi. Nhitng phwong tién lién lac va chi
huy khong con nguyén ven.

I arrived at the main building of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff Headquarters at noon on the
29th. The building was empty, not a soul in
sight.  The communication and command
facilities were no longer intact.
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Bo Tong-Tham-Mwu Quan-Lwc Vzet Nam

Cong Hoa
thttps://linhvnch.wordpress.com/bo-tong-

tham-muu-qlvnch/}

Jomt Chzeﬁ of Staﬂ Headquarters of the
Republic  of Viethnam  Armed  Forces
thttps://linhvnch.wordpress.com/bo-tong-
tham-muu-qlvnch/}

Liic d6 t6i khéng dién ro dén d¢ nghi rang
minh sé ldt dwoc thé co. Nhung t6i dd cé ging
hét sirc minh, vin dung moi kha nang vd
phwrong tién dé mong mot bién chuyén méi la
thugn loi cho Qudn-Poi V.N.C.H. va Qué
Huong.

At that time, I was not crazy enough to think
that I could turn the tide. But I tried my best,
using every possible resource and means to
hope for a new and favorable change for the
Republic of Viet Nam Armed Forces and the
Country.

Sau khi hay tin Bé-Tong-Tham-Muwu ¢ ngueoi
phu trach, nhitng si quan cdp nhé thudéc Pai-
Doi ung chién tai Bé-Quéc-Pho‘ng, cac don vi
quanh vung quan khu thu dé nhw Di-An, Go-
Vip, v. v... da lién lac vé Tong-Tham-Muru, xin
chi thi nhap vao don vi tac chién ndo gd‘n nhat
aé tié}? tuc chién dau. Mot don vi Biét-Kich Du
xin tang cwong chién xa. Vai don vi Biét-Déng-
Qudn xin thém dan va min chong chién xa, v.
v...Mot phdo d@éi 105 Iy, khéng biét thudc don
Vi nao, “tréoi dat” vao san co Bo-T 5ng—T ham-
Muu cho nén dwoc giao trach nhiém phan
phao quanh phi truong Tan- -Son-Nht. Giong
noi cua ho rat cuong quyét va tinh than chién
ddu rdt cao, khién t6i nghi rang dé la sw bdo
hiéu cua mot phép la!

After learning that the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Headquarters had someone in charge, junior
officers from the Rapid Deployment Company
at the Ministry of Defense and units around the
Capital Special Zone, such as Di-An, Go-Vap,
etc, contacted me, asking for instructions on
which combat unit they should join to continue
fighting. An airborne commando unit
requested additional tanks. Several Ranger
units asked for more ammunition and anti-tank
mines, etc. An unknown 105-mm artillery
battery, "drifted" into the courtyard of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Headquarters and was
assigned the responsibility for counter-firing
around Tan-Son-Nhat Airport. Their voices
were very determined, and their fighting spirit
was very high, making me think it was a sign
of a miracle!
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105-mm gun
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/105_mm_gun
78}

105-mm gun
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/105_mm_gun
78}

th Tru’ong Tan Son th‘ Vlet Nam Cong
Hoa
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tan_Son_Nhut
Air Base}

T an Son Nhuet Airport, Republzc 0f Vletnam
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tan _Son Nhut
_Air Base}

Voi muc dich khoi dong va kéu goi tinh than di
quéc, tinh than ky ludt cia binh si thudc tat ca
quan, binh chung, toi lién lac voi Tu-Lénh
Khéng-Qudn va Tw-Lénh Hai-Qudn dé hai vi
a6 cung t6i 1én dai truyén hinh. Nhung hai vi
ay khéng con tai nhiém so nita cho nén téi phai
don doc ra nhat lénh kéu goi binh si!

To stir and call upon the patriotism and
discipline of soldiers from all military services,
1 tried to contact the Republic of Vietnam Air
Force Chief of Staff and the Chief of Naval
Operations to have them join me on television.
However, they were no longer at their posts, so
I had to issue the order alone to call on the
soldiers!

T6i phai dung dén khi gidi cuoi cung la Tam-
Ly—Chzen mong nhitng qudn nhan con dang
chién ddu hay cé ngan buéce tién cua dich dé
chinh phit di thoi gian tim mét 16i thodt bang
dwong 16i chinh tri.

I had to use the last weapon, Psychological
Warfare, hoping that the soldiers still fighting
would try to stop the enemy's advance so the
government could have enough time to find a
political solution.

Khodng 9 gio t6i, Pai Tudng Vanuxem, thudc
quan doi Phap, dién thoai truc tié}? cho toi, xin
twe dat dudi quyén chi huy ciia Téng-Tham-
Muu-Truwong Qudn-Luc V.N.C.H. va tinh

Around 9 p.m., General Vanuxem, from the
French  military, called me directly,
volunteering to place himself under my
command and to do whatever the Republic of
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nguyén lam {dt ca nhitng gi ma Quan-Dgi
V.N.C.H. muon Ong lam trong gio phut do.

. lm—n,; PIFRENCIL GENERAL ARIKSTED-Fremah Gen. Paul
n Faris bl thers was ne nlln.ll- M

arres
tm:wl llrﬂll.r in the auis ll P‘hllﬂll Chlﬂ-ol da Gaml 'l
Tife, Pronch Inierior Himisier !M%‘ ak
l'll. ﬂrhinlr arganized by Sen n! Al-' ml‘l““ OAS ) "amd
1 Vanuxem was ar

wiiher o I
“hm in lﬂrﬂ-l! hw- ﬂl 'h nlh frtl

men AF wire story)JsT1700rea)ld)

- - a s L = o
Dai Tuong Phap Paul Vanuxem (1904-1979)
{https://historicimages.com/products/rsl19392

9}

Vietnam Armed Forces required of him at that
moment.

g Im—n,; nm aun.u.. ARESTED-Framah Gen, Fainl
L Thare was me nlln.ll- M

aied
\m:wi llrﬂll.r ll tha ntis ll P‘hllﬂll Mhl da Gaml 'l
1ife, Prench Inierior Himisier !M%‘ ak
III. ﬂrhinlr I"-Iiﬂ h' Il n! -Il- ml‘l““ OAS ) "amd

#i iher er in
llhmi lﬂrﬂ-! I‘rw- Wl e 'hnlhfrtl

#en AF wire story)JaT1700rea )11

- - = o
French General Paul Vanuxem (1904-1979)
{https://historicimages.com/products/rsl19392

9}

Yéu khu Téan-Son-Nhdt xin phi co khéng yém
dé ngan chdn mét doan quadn xa Viét-Cong tir
phia Tay Bac. Can cit Binh-Thiy giri len mot
phi tuan. Nhung sau mieoi phut phi tuan dy
bay trén toa nha chinh ma Bé Tong-Tham-Muu
van khéng thé tim dwoc si quan diéu khong,
danh cho 1énh phi tuan dé tré vé Binh-Thiiy.
Tuy nhién, sy hién dién cua cdc khu truc co
V.N.C.H. trén vom troi Saigon luc do nhw da
tdy sach bau khong khi 6 nhiém va hoen 6 do
nam phi co Viét-Cong ldy cdp tai Phan-Rang,
roi do Trung-Uy Khéng-Quin V.N.C.H.
Nguyén Thanh Trung hudn luyén va hudng
dan, vé dai ndo phi trirong Tan-Son-Nhdt vdo
chiéu hém trude. Lic dé, Khéng-Oudn
V.N.C.H. dd bo 10 co hoi nghin nam, gui phi
co san gidc F-5 1én nghénh chién.

Tan-Son-Nhat Airport asked for air support to
stop a convoy of Viet-Cong vehicles from the
Northwest. Binh-Thuy air base sent up a flight.
But after ten minutes of flying over the main
building of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Headgquarters, an air traffic controller could
not be found, so the flight was ordered back to
Binh Thuy air base. However, the presence of
the Republic of Vietnam Air Force’s fighters in
the sky above Saigon at that time seemed to
have cleansed the polluted and tainted
atmosphere created by five Viet-Cong aircraft
stolen at Phan-Rang, piloted and guided by
Republic of Vietham Air Force First
Lieutenant Nguyen Thanh Trung (a traitor),
causing chaos at Tan Son Nhat Airport the
previous afternoon. At that time, the Republic
of Vietnam Air Force missed a thousand-year
opportunity to send F-5 fighters to engage.
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Dai nao Phi Truwong Tan Son Nhut, Sai Gon,
Viét Nam Cong Hoa, lhic 6 gio chiéu, ngay 28
thang 4 nam 1975
thttps://www.facebook.com/groups/14015077
30154691/posts/3607013516270757/}

Attack on Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Saigon,
Republic of Vietnam, at 6:00 p.m., April 28,
1975
thttps://www.facebook.com/groups/14015077
30154691/posts/3607013516270757/}

Phan Luc Co F-5, Khong Qudn Viét Nam
Cong Hoa
{hitp://upload. wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/9
4/Vnf-5¢c-23tw-522fs--bh-1971.jpg}

F-5, Republic of Vietnam Air

Force
thttp://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/9
4/Vnf-5c-23tw-522fs--bh-1971.jpg}

Sau do, nho tim dwoc vai si quan truyén tin,
Bo-Téng-Tham-Mueu  lién lac véi  Tuéng
Nguyén Khoa Nam. Sau khi biét ré tinh hinh
thi @6, Twéng Nam rat binh tinh, nhén trong
trach truoc Quan-Pgi va lich st.

Afterward,  thanks to finding a few
communication officers, the Joint Chiefs of
Staff Headquarters contacted General Nguyén
Khoa Nam. Once he clearly understood the
situation in the capital, General Nam was very
calm and took on the responsibility before the
Armed Forces and history.

Sang 30 thing 4, Trung-Tam Hudn-Luyén
Quang-Trung bdo cdo khéng ngan chin noi
doan qudn xa Bdc Viét tir heéng Tay Bdc lin
sang. Di-An ciing cho biét mét don vi dd bi
dich xam nhdp. Nhitng don vi khéc ciing lan
lieot béo cdo la khéng con chong do dwoc nita!
Dai Tuong Vanuxem vao tan toa nha chinh bdao
tin rang Tong Thong Dwong Vin Minh dang
soan ban van dau hang! Pai Tuwdéng Vanuxem

On the morning of April 30, the Quang-Trung
Army Training Center reported that it couldn't
stop the North Vietnamese army from
advancing from the Northwest. Di-An also
reported that an enemy unit had infiltrated.
Other units also reported that they could no
longer resist! General Vanuxem came into the
building and informed me that President
Duong Van Minh was drafting a surrender
document! General Vanuxem asked me to
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nho téi lién lac dé Ong dwoce gap Twong Minh,
tim cach ngan chdn hanh déng nay. V

(1)- Chi tiét nay dwoc chinh Dai Tuwdng
Vanuxem nhac lai trong cuon “L’Agonie du
Vietnam” do Ong viét, nam 1977.

arrange for him to meet General Minh to find
a way to prevent this action. (1)

(1) This detail was mentioned by General
Vanuxem himself in his book "L’Agonie du
Vietnam," which he wrote in 1977.

Sau khi nghe Pai Tudng Vanuxem cho biét
Tong Thong Minh sé dau hang, t6i thdy téi
khéng diege Tong Thong Dwong-Van-Minh héi
¥ kién vé quyét dinh nay va nhw viy cé nghia
la nhiém vu chién dau cia t6i xem nhur khong
con! Téi cing véi Trung Tudmg Tran Vin
Trung, Tong-Gidm-Poc Nha Chién-Tranh
Chinh-Tri va Pai-Td Nguyén Ngoc Nhin dén
Bo-Tuw-Lénh Hai-Quan tim phuong tién di tan!

After hearing General Vanuxem say that
President Minh was going to surrender, 1
realized that I had not been consulted by
President Dwong Van Minh about this
decision, which meant my combat mission was
effectively over! I, along with Lieutenant
General Tran Van Trung, Director General of
the Political Warfare Bureau, and Colonel
Nguyén Ngoc Nhin, went to the Republic of
Vietnam Navy Headquarters to find a means of
evacuation.

_ A LA ,
Bo-Tw-Lénh Hai-Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa,
Sai  Gon, Viet  Nam Cong  Hoa

{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2019/04/
06/hai-quan-viet-nam-cong-hoa-ra-khoi-
1975-ke-hoach-phong-thu-bo-tu-lenh-hai-
quan-va-hai-quan-cong-xuong/}

Republic of Vietnam Navy Headquarters,
Saigon, Republic of Vietnam
{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2019/04/
06/hai-quan-viet-nam-cong-hoa-ra-khoi-
1975-ke-hoach-phong-thu-bo-tu-lenh-hai-
quan-va-hai-quan-cong-xuong/}
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Trung Tu’ong Trdn Van Trung (1925-?), Quan

Luyc Viet Nam Cong Hoa
thttps://nguyentin.tripod.com/tvtrung-2.htm)}

Lleutenant General Tran Vin T rung (1925-?),
Republic of Vietnam Army
thttps://nguyentin.tripod.com/tvtrung-2.htm)}

Xin Trung Twéng vui long cho biét 1y do nao
Trung Tuwéng goiy va khuyen khich téi thue
hién cuon tai liéu ve Hai-Quan?

Lieutenant General, could you please share
the reasons why you suggested and
encouraged me to write a document about
the Republic of Vietnam Navy?

Tir ndm 1987, trong dip ra mdt tdc pham Buéc
Chén Non cua chi tai San Jose, t6i da dé cap
dén cde mdt trgn cia nhitng nha van Péng-Au
— tiéu biéu la nha van Milan Kundera. Tir do
dén nay, Hung-Gia-Loi, Tiép-Khdic, Déng
Pire, Ba-Lan, L6, Bdo va ngay ca Nga-So nita,
da ditng lén pha tan xiéng xich gong cim. Sau
bao nhiéu nam mat long tin vao Cha Co hay
Thirong Toa, gic ddy, méi khi nhdc dén quoc
gia, cong dong chi con hiedng vé nhitng nha
van, nha bao nhw nhan dan T iép-Khd'c da than
thwong trao hét cho Havel viy.

Since 1987, on the occasion of launching your
work “Buoc Chan Non” in San Jose, I have
mentioned the fronts of Eastern European
writers — notably, Milan Kundera. Since then,
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, East Germany,
Poland, Romania, Bulgaria, and even the
Soviet Union have risen to break the chains
and shackles. After so many years of losing
faith in the clergy or monks, now, when it
comes to the nation, the community only looks
to writers and journalists, just like how the
people  of  Czechoslovakia  endearingly
entrusted everything to Havel.
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Milan Kundera (1929-2023) | Milan Kundera (1929-2023)
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milan_Kundera | {https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milan Kundera

/ /
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Vaclav Havel (1936- | Vaclav Havel (1936-2011)
2011){https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V%C3%A | {https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V%C3%AIclav
Iclav _Havel} Havel}

Tuéng Dén néi dén ngay 1 thang 11, Tudng
Mau néi dén éng Diém va gia dinh ho Ngé, 6ng
Nguyén Xudn Vinh néi dén doi phi céng...Téi
nghi khong ai du nhdp vao hon Thdnh-To
Tran-Hung-Bao cho bang chi, vi chi la vo-mot
hdu dué cia Ngai. Chi c¢6 thé néi tat ca nhitng
@i lién quan dén Hai-Qudn ma khéng ai cé thé
trach cir rang chi lo ling, & vao mot ldp truong
“passe partout”; boi vi ai ciing thdy nhitng gi
chi viét deu c6 hwong vi séng nude, bién khoi.

General Don talked about November Ist,
General Mau talked about Mr. Diem and the
Ngo family, Mr. Nguyen Xuan Vinh talked
about the life of a pilot ... I think no one
embodies the spirit of the Patron Saint of the
Republic of Vietham Navy, Tran Hung Dao,
better than you because you are the wife of one
of his descendants. You can talk about
everything related to the Navy, and no one can
accuse you of being vague or holding a "passe
partout” stance, because everyone sees that
what you write has the flavor of the waves and
the sea.

el S
Trung Twéng Tran Van Bén (1917-?), Bé Binh
{https://nguyentin.tripod.com/tvdon-2.htm)}

Ll T
Lieutenant General Tran Van Don (1917-?),
Republic of Vietnam Army
thttps://nguyentin.tripod.com/tvdon-2.htm}
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Thiéu Twéng PG Mau (1917-2002), Bé Binh
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%90%FE1
%BB%97 M%E1%BA%ADu)}

Major General Do Mau (1917-2002), Republic
of Vietnam Army
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%90%E1
%BB%97 M%E1%BA%ADu}
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Nguyén Xudn Vinh (1930-2022), Khéng Qudn
Viét Nam Cong Hoa
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E1%BB
%85n Xu%C3%A2n_Vinh}
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] = gk TH el
Nguyen Xuan Vinh (1930-2022), Republic of
Vietnam Air Force

thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E1%BB
%85n Xu%C3%A2n_Vinh}
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Hung-Dao Dai-Viong T) ran Quoc Tudn (1228
- 1300), Thanh To Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa

{(*): Trich tu: Hai Su/Lwoc Swr Hai Quan Viét
Nam Cong Hoa (2009), trang. v, vii, viii, ix,
182, 620}

{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/Field
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Field Marshall Tran Hung Dao (1228 - 1300),
The Patron Saint of the Republic of Vietnam
Navy

{(*): Excerpted from: Naval History/A Brief
History of the Republic of Vietnam Navy, pp. v,
vii, viii, ix, 182, 620. A Republic of Vietnam
Navy publication (2012)}
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/Field

Marshal THD.pdf}

Marshal THD appendix.pdf}

Néu Dwong Thu Hwong két t6i nhitng can bé
thu hwéng nhung vin dé cao dang tich thi ai
ciing thdy rang bao lan chi lén dn nhitng bé
béi, nhiing lam ciia nguoi thira hanh “phe ta”
ma tuyét nhién chi khéng nghi ngo hay yéu
long tin vao chinh nghia sang ngoi cua Nguoi
Quéc-Gia. Ngwoi Quoc-Gia chién ddu ma
khong man ro.

If Duong Thu Huong condemns the officials
while still praising their party status, then
everyone can see that you have repeatedly
condemned the scandals and abuses of "our
side" executors, but never doubted or
weakened your faith in the bright justice of the
Nationalists. Nationalists  fight without
brutality.



https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/Field_Marshal_THD.pdf
https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/Field_Marshal_THD.pdf
https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/Field_Marshal_THD_appendix.pdf
https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/Field_Marshal_THD_appendix.pdf
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Duong Huong
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C6%B0%C
6%AIng Thu H%C6%B0%C6%A1ng}

Xin cdm on Trung Twéng da cé loi khen.
Xin Trung Twéng cho biét nhin xét cua
Trung Twoéng ve vai tro cia Hai-Quan Vlet-
Nam trong cudc chién va nhirng ngay cudi
ciia cude chién?

Thank you, Lieutenant General, for your
kind words. Could you please share your
views on the role of the Republic of Vietnam
Navy during and in the final days of the
war?

Néi dén Hai-Qudn V.N.C.H. la néi dén mot
qudn chung ma cho dén thoi gian cudi ciing
cua_ cugc chién van con la mét phwong tién
quoc té dé cé thé tinh duwoe chuyén lau dai cho
dai cuoc.

When talking about the Republic of Vietnam
Navy, we refer to a military service that, until
the very end of the war, was still an
international means capable of long-term
strategic considerations for the greater cause.

Trong su liéu nuoc ta, doi Lé xuoi Nam, binh
Chiém véi mot déi chién thuyén; Chila Nguyén
Anh bén ba nay Phi-Quéc, Can-Tho, mai
Xiém-La, Cén-Son, mét Qui-Nhon, Thi-Nai
trén nhitng chiéc thuyén mong manh ... Roi tir
cudi thdp nién 50 dén giita thdp nién 60, thay
vi dwoc tha dit hoat dong trén dit Bic ma dia
thé hiém tré va ngat nghéo quda xa, kho dirgc
co duyén tré vé lai can civ dwdi v tuyén 17,
nhitng don vi “Nhat khir hé bat phuc phdan”
nay cé thé hoat dong hiéu qud hon néu nhiing

In our nation’s history, during the Le dynasty,
they sailed south, and conquered Chiem with
Jjust a few warships; Lord Nguyen Anh traveled
from Phu-Quoc, Can-Tho, to Xiem-La, Con-
Son, then to Qui-Nhon, Thi-Nai on fragile
boats ... Then, from the late 1950s to the mid
1960s, instead of being dropped by parachute
to operate in North Vietnam, where the terrain
was too dangerous and far too difficult, and
with little chance of returning to the base
below the 17th parallel, these " Nhat khu he
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cugc hanh quan do dwoc thuc hién bdng tiem
thuy dinh Hoa-Ky hodac PT cua Hai-Quadn
V.N.C.H.

bat phuc phan" units could have been more
effective if those operations were carried out
by U.S. submarines or the Republic of Vietnam
Navy PT boats.

N et
Chiia Quyén Anh (1762-1820)
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gia Long}

N et
Lord guyen Anh (1762-1820)
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gia Long}

A Columbia-class submarine of the United

States
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia-
class submarine}

Navy

A Columbia-class submarine of the United
States Navy
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia-
class submarine}
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PT Boats, Hai Qudn Viét Nam Cong Hoa {Hai
Su/Luoc Swr Hai Quan Viet Nam Cong Hoa,
trang 318}

PT boats, Republic of Vietnam Navy {Naval
History/A Brief History of the Republic of
Vietnam Navy, page 318}

T nam 1964 tro di, sy leo thang tuan tu voi
nhitng phi vu khéng tdp chirng mye cho ta thdy
vé hiéu, vi khong thay doi dwoc chiéu hiedng
chién tranh. Tw-Lénh Bé That Ham-Péi Hoa-
Ky dwge chi dinh thong linh cudc chién, khong
phai chi phoi hop khoi khoi nhwe viy. Cé 1é
cugc phong toa Hai-Phong va Sihanoukville
vdo thoi diém dé la mét quyét dinh hop 1. Néu
trong tam cudc chién Viét-Nam dwoc dat vao
cac chién thuyén do bé aé nhitng don vi thién
chién ciia ta tan cong mién Bdc thi hinh thdi
ctia chién tran nhat dinh sé hoan toan thay doi.
S6 thwong vong cé thé giam thiéu dén sdu, bay
muoi phdn tram va cdi thién dwoc bo mat té
hai cua thap nién 70!

Pho‘né

Hai
{https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-
navy/2020/01/14/inside-americas-daring-
plan-to-mine-haiphong-harbor/}

Phong toa

From 1964 onwards, the gradual escalation
with limited air strikes proved ineffective, as
they did not change the course of the war. The
Commander of the U.S. Seventh Fleet was
appointed to lead the war, not just to
coordinate in such a way. Perhaps the
blockade of Hai Phong and Sihanoukville at
that time was a reasonable decision. If the
focus of the Vietnam War had been on
amphibious ships to enable our elite units to
attack North Vietnam, the nature of the battle
would have completely changed. Casualties
could have been reduced by sixty, seventy
percent, improving the dire situation of the
1970s!

Blockade of Hai Phong
{https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-
navy/2020/01/14/inside-americas-daring-
plan-to-mine-haiphong-harbor/}

Do, cdi duyén song nudc gan lién voi van ménh
nwoc ta. Sw cua ta qua thdt do nhitng chién st
Hai-Quan viét nén ma ton tqi.

Thus, the fate of our country is intertwined
with the sea. Indeed, our history was written
by naval warriors and endures because of
them.

Xin cam on Trung Twéng.

Thank you, Lieutenant General.
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ONG LE QUANG MY {MR. LE QUANG
MY}

MR. LE QUANG MY

Nguyén Dai-T4 Tu-Lénh Hai-Quéan Pau Tién

(Hai tuan trude khi Ong 1am chung)

Former Navy Captain, First Chief of Naval
Operations, Republic of Vietnam Navy
(Two weeks before his passing)

Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan Dau Tién
Hai-Quén Thiéu-T4 Lé Quang My (20/8/1955
- 1957)

Trung TAm Huan Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang
Khoa 1 (7/1952 — 10/1952), B¢ Nhat Duong
Cuu

The first Chief of Naval Operations
Navy Lieutenant Commander Le Quang My
(20/8/1955 - 1957)

Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 1
(7/1952 — 10/1952), First Aries

Xin P2i-Ta vui 1ong cho biét Pai-Ta nghi
nhw thé nao vé cudc di tdn cia Hai-Quan
V.N.C.H.?

Captain, could you please share your
thoughts on the evacuation of the Republic
of Vietnam Navy?

Vao thoi diém do, Hai-Quan khong thé nao
lam khdc, vi theo t6 chirc quoc phong, Hai-
Quan la mot luc lwong trie bi! Pa la luc lwong
trir bi thi khéng thé nao Hai-Qudn ¢ lai dirong
dau véi Viet-Cong duwoc trong khi nhitng lyc
luwong khac da tan ra hodac rut di.

At that time, the Navy could not do otherwise,
because according to the defense organization,
the Navy was a reserve force! As a reserve
force, the Navy can't stay behind to confront
the Viet Cong while other forces have either
disbanded or withdrawn.

Téi chi tiéc mot diéu la tir lau Bé-Quoc-Phong
da khong khai thac tiem nang cua Hai-Qudan,
khong xw dung dung mirc mot lyc lwong tinh

My only regret is that for a long time, the
Ministry of Defense did not exploit the
potential of the Navy, not making full use of
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nhué va hing hdu nhdt nhi trong ving bién
Thai-Binh-Duong.
Xin cdm on Dai-Ta.

one of the most elite and powerful forces in the
Pacific region.

Thank you, Captain.
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ONG RICHARD LEE ARMITAGE {MR.
RICHARD LEE ARMITAGE}

MR. RICHARD LEE ARMITAGE

Nguyén Phy-T4 Tong-Trudng Qudc-Phong
Hoa-Ky (1980-1988)

Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
for East Asia and Pacific affairs during the
Reagan administration (1980-1988)

Richard L.

Armitage
{https://www.cnas.org/people/richard-I1-
armitage}

(1945-)

Richard L. Armitage (1945-)
{https://www.cnas.org/people/richard-I1-
armitage}

Xin Ong vui 10ng cho biét nhiém vu ciia Ong
tai Viét-Nam vao khoang thang 3 va thang 4
nam 1975?

Could you please tell us about your mission
in Vietnam around March and April 1975?

Thang 3 nam 1975, toi sang Viét-Nam voi tw
cach riéng. Thdang 4, theo yéu cau ciia Pho
Phu-Td Tong-Truéng Quoc-Phong Hoa-Ky,
ong Erich F. Von Marbod, t6i thap tung Ong,
tré lai Viét-Nam d@é di chuyén quan cu va dan
chiing trong trwong hop Bdc Viét tiép tuc tdn
cong.

In March 1975, I went to Vietnam on a private
visit. In April 1975, at the request of the U.S.
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense (Comptroller), Mr. Erich F. Von
Marbod, I accompanied him back to Vietnam
to relocate military equipment and civilians in
case North Vietnam continued its attacks.
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Erich F. von Marbod (?-?), Phé Phu Td Tong
Trieong Quéc Phong Hoa Ky (Phu Trdch Negdn
Sach)
{https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3IKsKRJ
eLVs}

Erich F. von Marbod (?-?), U.S. Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defence
(Comptroller)
{hitps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3IKsKRJ
eLVs}

Ngay 28 thang 4, Pho-De-Doc Pinh Manh
Hung cung Ong bay Ién ciu Binh-Lgi, Bién-
Hoa. Xin Ong vui long cho biét nhiém vu
ciia Ong va tinh hinh hic 4y nhu thé nao?

Cau Binh-Loi, Bién Hoa, Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://saigoneer.com/saigon-
heritage/18271-saigon-to-preserve-part-of-
old-binh-loi-railway-bridge}

On April 28, 1975, Commodore Dinh Manh
Hung and you flew to the Binh-Loi Bridge,
Bien-Hoa. Could you please describe your
mission and the situation at that time?

Binh-Loi Bridge, Bien oa, Republic of

Vietnam {https://saigoneer.com/saigon-
heritage/18271-saigon-to-preserve-part-of-
old-binh-loi-railway-bridge}

Phé-Dé-Déc Himg rii téi cung di véi Ong dén
can cw Hai-Qudn Long-Binh dé thi sat va ciing
de khich lé tinh than binh st o do.

Commodore Hung invited me to go with him to
Long-Binh Naval Base to inspect and also to
boost the morale of the sailors there.
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Phé Bé Poc Dinh Manh Hing (1931-2018),
Trung Tam Hudn Luyén Hai Qudn Nha Trang
Khéa 2 (11/1952 — 5/1953), Dé Nhat Kim
Nguwu, Hai Qudn Viet Nam Cong Hoa
thttps://daubinhlua.blogspot.com/2018/11/ph

o-e-oc-inh-manh-hung-hai-quan-vnch.html}

Danh-Séach Khod 2 (thang 11-1952 d¢n thing 5-1953):
1) Khuong-Hitu-Ba
1) Vo-Vin-Chdn

1) Dinh-Manh-Hiing
/) Npéd-Khic-Lugn
1} Nghiém-Vin-Phi
I'1) Nguyén-VYin-Thu
I'}) Nguyén-Vin-Try

2) Ding-Cin-Chinh

4) P6-Quy-Hygp

6) Nguyén-Vin-Kinh
8) Truong-Ngoc-Luc
10) Phing-Nhét-Tén
12) Nguyén-Hitu-Tiéng

Pm%) wham fgac Luy
Dirih Bash Hung Nguyer: van Tra(0)

Hghi
Hongoe Bau(D)

Nguyen Suy Lung(?)
Dang can Chanh A
NouenhuuTeng®)  Tranngoe DungD) ¥onong Hiu B
Naguyen van Nguyen van Thu(D) Truong goc Lus(T)
Ngo khae Luan Christmas 1952 Do Guy Hop
Vo Van ChongD) Class 1953 VN Maval Academy Nhetrang Phurg A Tan

Cac SVSQIHQ Khoa 2 hop mdt mirng Giang Sink cudi ndm 1952,
Trung Tam Huan Luyén Hai Qudn Nha Trang,
Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa
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Commodore Dinh Manh Hung (1931-2018),
Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 2
(11/1952 — 5/1953), First Taurus, Republic of

Vietnam Navy
thttps://daubinhlua.blogspot.com/2018/11/ph
o-e-oc-inh-manh-hung-hai-quan-vnch.html}

Danh-Sédch Khod 2 (thang 11-1952 d¢n thang 5-1953):
1) Khuong-Hitu-Ba

1) Vo-Vin-Chdn

1) Dinh-Manh-Hiing
/) Npd-Khide-Lugn
1) Nghiém-Vin-Phi
I'1) Nguyén-Vin-Thu
1)) Nguyén-Viin-Try

2) Ding-Cin-Chinh

4) B6-Quy-Hyp

6) Nguyén-Vin-Kinh
8) Truong-Ngoc-Luc
10) Phing-Nhit-Tén
12) Nguyén-Hitu-Tiéng

q?‘, wham fges Luy
Dirih Mash Hung Nguyer: ven Traf0)}

Hghiz
Hongor Bau{D)

Nguyen Cuy Lung(?)}
Ding can Chanh e
Nguyen huu Tieng{D} Tran ngoc DUngD) Hiwong Huu Ba
Nguyervan Kinh Nguyen van Th(D)
wanmg:.uanm 00 Guyop TS Age6 (D)

Christmas 1952
Vo Van Ghon(D) Claes 1953 VN Haval Acedemy Nhetrang Phurg nikit Tan

Cac SVSQIHQ Khoa 2 hop mdt mitng Giang Sink cudi ndm 1952,

The Naval Officer Cadets of Class 2 gathered
to celebrate Christmas at the end of 1952, Nha
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{Hai Sw/Luoc Swr Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa, trang 505}

Trang Naval Training Center, Republic of
Vietnam Navy

{Naval History/A Brief History of the Republic
of Vietnam Navy, page 505, A Republic of
Vietnam Navy Publication (2012))}

Ap lyc ciia Bdc qudn rat ndng. Can-Cir Hdi-
Qudn di bi tan cong liic sang sém va dang cho
doi mét cude tan cong khac co thé xay dén bat
cit hiic ndo. Chitng tich xam ldng ciia Bdic qudn
con trén dwong, ngay cong trai.

The pressure from the People’s Army of
Vietham (PAVN) was immense. The Long-
Binh Naval Base had been attacked early in the
morning and was waiting for another possible
attack at any moment. Evidence of the North
Vietnamese military offensive was still visible
on the road, right at the naval base gate.

T6i ciing thdy tirng sudi nguwoi tuén ve Saigon.
Piéu dé cho thdy Viét-Cong vé rat gan cho nén
dong bao hoang s, di tim si bdo vé tir phia
Viét-Nam Cong-Hoa.

{https://www.usatoday.com/picture-
gallery/mews/nation/2025/03/3 1 /vietnam-war-
1975-fall-of-saigon-photos/82655898007/}

I also saw streams of people flocking to
Saigon. This indicated the Viet Cong was very
close, causing the civilians to panic and seek
protection from the Army of the Republic of
Vietnam (ARVN).

[ o

{https//wwwu atoday.com/picture-
gallery/mews/nation/2025/03/3 1 /vietnam-war-
1975-fall-of-saigon-photos/82655898007/}

Sau d6 Pé-Doc Himg va t6i tré vé Saigon bang
xe Jeep va toi da phuc trinh tat ca lén ong Von
Marbod.

Afterwards, Commodore Hung and I returned
to Saigon by Jeep, and I reported everything to
Mr. Von Marbod.

Xin Ong vui long cho biét khai quat vé ké
hoach ciia Hoa-Ky nhim giip Hai-Quén
Viét-Nam va gia dinh di tan vao thoi gian
cudi cude chién?

Could you please provide an overview of the
U.S. plan to help evacuate the Republic of
Vietnam Navy and its families in the final
days of the war?

T6i nghi ké hoach Hoa-Ky gitip Hai-Qudn
Viét-Nam di tan rdt han hep. Hoa-Ky chi
chudn bi mét cach téng quat cho mot cugc di
tan véi nhan sé phong dinh chiv khong c6 ké
hoach ti mi. Chuwong trinh giup Hai-Quadn
Viét-Nam dwoc phdc hoa vao gio phut chot.

I think the U.S. plan to help evacuate the
Republic of Vietnam Navy was very limited.
The U.S. only made general preparations for
an estimated number of evacuees, without a
detailed plan. The program to assist the
Republic of Vietnam Navy was drawn up at the
last minute.
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Chung toi khuyén Hai-Quan Viét-Nam dwa gia
dinh vao tam tru tai cac Can-Cw Hai-Quan.
Néu mét bién dong ndao xday dén, gia dinh va
nguoi than cia Hai-Qudn sé dwoc dwa ra bién
dé bdo toan sinh mang.

We advised the Republic of Vietnam Navy to
bring its families to take temporary refuge at
its Naval Bases. If any upheaval occurs, the
families and their relatives will be taken to the
sea to ensure their safety.

Luc do, vi chinh phu Hoa-Ky chwa dy tru mot
phirong ké ndo cho Hdi-Qudn Viét-Nam cd,
cho nén toi chi thong bao voi Hai-Quan Viét-
Nam rang: Néu tinh thé bdt budc hay co ging
dén Con-Som, t6i sé gdp tat ca & do.

At that time, because the U.S. government had
not yet planned any strategy for the Republic
of Vietnam Navy, I only informed the South
Vietnamese Navy that: If the situation becomes
critical, please try to go to Con-Son, and I'll
meet you all there.

Laos
L Vietnam
Cambodia
South China
Sea
#COn Son
Island .
Con  Son, Viet -~ Nam  Cong  Hoa

thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%B4n_S
%C6%A1n_Island}

Laos
L Vietnam
Cambodia
South China
Sea
+COn Son
Island .
Con Somn, Republic of  Vietnam

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%B4n S
{htip p g N

%C6%A1n_Island}
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Moi quyét dinh lién quan dén Ham-Déi Viét-
Nam tir Cén-Son dén Phi-Ludt-Tan déu do
nhitng bién chuyén tinh hinh liic @6 tao nén chir
khong hé cé mét sw chudn bi nao cd.

US Naval Base, Subic Bay, Philzpies
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S. Naval Ba
se_Subic Bay)

All decisions related to the Vietnamese Fleet
Forces from Con Son to the Philippines were
driven by the situation at the time, without any
prior preparation.

US Naval Base, Subic Bay, Philzpines
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S. Naval Ba
se_Subic_Bay)

Xin Ong 1am on cho biét Ong c¢6 nhirng lién
hé mat thiet nao véi HAi-Quan Viét-Nam
hay khong?

Could you please tell us about your close
associations with the Republic of Vietnam
Navy?

C6. Nhiéu lam. Khi con phuc vu trong qudn
chung Hai-Quan Hoa-Ky, toi dwoc dip sat
canh voi Hai-Quan Viét-Nam tai nhitng don vi
chién dau nhu Duyén-Poan 35 o Vinh-Binh,
Giang-Doan 54 Tudn-Tham & Tdy-Ninh,
Duyén-Poadn 21 ¢ Tam-Quan. Téi ciing la c¢6
van hudn luyén cac khoa st quan dac biét Hai-
Quan (Naval OPS Adviser). Cdc khoa dac biét
nay danh cho tat ca si quan thudc cdc quan,
binh chung khac dwoc biét phadi sang Hai-
Quan.

Yes. A lot. While serving in the U.S. Navy, 1
had the opportunity to work side by side with
the Republic of Vietnam Navy in combat units
such as Coastal Group 35 in Vinh-Binh,
Riverine Patrol Group 54 in Tay-Ninh, and
Coastal Group 21 in Tam-Quan. [ was also an
adviser for training special naval officer
classes (Naval OPS Adviser). These special
classes were for all officers from other military
and service branches who were seconded to
the Republic of Vietnam Navy.
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Cdc ¢6 van Hdi Qudn Hoa Ky trén mét Thuyén
Chi Huy Duyén Doan {John Darrell
Sherwood, "War in the Shallows - U.S. Navy
Coastal and Riverine Warfare in Vietnam,
1965-1968," trang 48, Naval History and
Command, Department of the Navy,
Washington, D.C., 2015}

U.S. Navy advisors on a Coastal Group
Command Junk {John Darrell Sherwood,
"War in the Shallows - U.S. Navy Coastal and
Riverine Warfare in Vietnam, 1965-1968,"
page 48, Naval History and Command,
Department of the Navy, Washington, D.C.,
2015}

Thwa, c6 bao nhiéu chién ham thudc Dé
That Ham-Pgi Hoa-Ky trg giip Ham-Doi
Hai-Quan Viét-Nam trong hai phan quoc
te?

Sir, how many warships from the U.S.
Seventh Fleet assisted the Republic of
Vietnam Navy Fleet Forces in international
waters?

Hai chién ham Hoa-Ky di hé tong Hai- Quan
Viét-Nam dén Phi-Ludt-Td an; do la khong ké
nhitng tzep -lieu-ham da tlep té nhién liéu. Mot
trong hai chiém ham dé la USS Kirk.

USS  Kirk {Khu Truc Ham 1087}
{https://en.wikipedia. org/wzkl/USS Kirk}

Two U.S. warships escorted the South
Viethamese Navy to the Philippines, not
counting the supply ships that provided fuel.
One of those two warships was the USS Kirk.

USS irk {Destroy rt (DE) ]087}
{hitps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS Kirk}

Thwa Ong, sau cufc chlen, Hai-Quan Viét-
Nam trao tra lai cho Hii-Quan Hoa-Ky bao
nhiéu chién ham? Bay gio nhirng chién ham
d6 dwoc xir dung nhw thé nao?

Sir, after the war, how many warships did
the South Vietnamese Navy return to the
U.S. Navy? And how are those warships
being used now?

T6i nghi rang khodng 31 chién ham, ké cd
nhitng chién ham bi danh chim. Nhitng chién
ham khién dung duwoc trao cho Hai-Quan Phi-
Luat-Tan.

1 think about 31 warships, including those that
were sunk. The warships that were handed
over are now being used by the Republic of the
Philippines Navy.
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BRP Rajah Lakandula truoc day la tau Hai
Qudn Viét Nam Céng Hoa Tran Hung Pao
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines%E
2%80%93South_Vietnam_relations}

BRP Rajah Lakandula as the former Republic
of Vietnam Navy Ship (RVNS) Tran Hung BPao
thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines%E
2%80%93South_Vietnam_relations}

Nhiéu ngum thudc Hal-Quan Vlet-Nam cho
toi hay rang Ong noi tleng Viét rat luu loat
va Ong c6 tén Viét-Nam la Phi, ding
khong, thwra Ong?

Many South Vietnamese Navy members
have told me that you speak Vietnamese
very fluently and that your Vietnamese
name is Phu. Is that correct, sir?

Hoi dé t6i néi dwoc tiéng Viét. Bdy gio, sau 15
ndam khong xir dung, t0i khong biét vén liéng
tleng Viét cua toi con dwoc bao nhiéu nita.

Back then, I could speak Vietnamese. Now,
after 15 years of not using it, I don't know how
much Vietnamese I still remember.

Nhitng nguwoi ban Viét-Nam dat tén Viét cho toi
la Tran Van Phu.

My  Vietnamese friends gave the

Vietnamese name Tran Van Phu.

me

Tran: Ho cua Buc Thanh-T 6 Hai-Quan, T ran
Hung Dao.

Tran: The family name of the Patron Saint of

the Republic of Vietnam Navy, Tran Hung
Dao.

Van: Chir dém cho tén dan ong.

Van: The middle name for men.

Phu: Giau sang, do dich nghia twr tén thdt cua
toi, Richard, ciing doc la Rich.

Phu: Wealth, translated from my first name,
Richard, which can also be read as Rich.

I P
Richard L. Armitage (1945-)

I P
Richard L. Armitage (1945-)
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Xin Ong cho biét, Ong nghi nhwr thé nao vé
Hai-Quan V.N.C.H. trong cuc chién va
nhirng ngay cuoi cia cugc chieén?

Could you please share your thoughts on the
Republic of Vietnam Navy during and in the
final days of the war?

Téi nghi vé Hai-Oudn V.N.C.H. nhir thé ndo
hin moi nguoi déu biét réi. Téi tin twong va
nguong phuc ho. Téi ao wée dwoc tiép tuc
chién ddu bén canh ho.

Everyone already knows how I feel about the
Republic of Vietnam Navy. I trust and admire
them. Iwish I could continue to fight alongside
them.

Xin cam on Ong.

Thank you.
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ONG DANG CAO THANG {MR. DANG
CAO THANG}

MR. DPANG CAO THANG

(5 thang 5 nam 1929 - 14 thang 11 nam 2005)
Nguyén Pho-Dé-Doc

Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan Vung IV Séng Ngoi

(5 May 1929 - 14 November 2005)
Former Commodore, Republic of Vietnam
Navy
Commander, Riverine Zone IV

\I 5‘.,
e
PHO BE BSc Cao NG

CHU TicH HO1 BBnGg HAI

P i

Ph6-Dé-Béc Piang Cao Thing (1929-2005),
Hoc Vién Hai Quan Phap Khoa 1 (10/1952 —
02/1955), Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://nguyentin.tripod.com/caothang.jpg}

\I 5‘.,
e

PHO BE BSc Cao NG

CHU TicH HO1 BBnGg HAI

P—T n .
Commodore Dang Cao Thang (1929-2005),
Ecole Navale Class 1 (10/1952 — 02/1955),
Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://nguyentin.tripod.com/caothang.jpg}
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Hoc Vién Hai Quan Phap, Brest, Phap
{https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/com
mons/1/12/Ecole_navale-IMG 006.jpg}

Ecole Navale, Brest, France
{https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/com
mons/1/12/Ecole _navale-IMG 006.jpg}

bém 29 thang 4, trén dwong tir Can-Tho ra
bién, P6-Péc nghe Tuong Nguyén Khoa
Nam goi trén may truyen tin, nhung Po-Péc
khong tra 10i. Xin Do- Poc vui long cho biét
Po-Poc nghl nhw thé nao vé quyét dinh do?

Admiral, on the night of April 29, 1975, on
the way from Can Tho to the sea, you heard
General Nguyen Khoa Nam calling on the
radio, but you did not respond. Could you
please share your thoughts on that decision?

T6i nghi quyet dinh dé la mét sy néng ndi ngay
lic do. Ti:m)’c do mpt’ phut hoac sau do mot
phut co thé toi da quyet dinh mot cach khac.

1 think that decision was a rash one at the time.
A minute before or a minute after, I might have
decided differently.

Xin cam on Po6 Poc.

Thank you, Admiral.
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ONG LAM QUANG THI {MR. LAM
QUANG THI}

MR. LAM QUANG THI

Nguyén Trung Tudéng Tu-Lénh

Mat-Tran Tién-Phuong Quan-Doan |

Former Lieutenant General, Republic of
Vietnam Army
Commander, Forward-Deployed I Corps

Trung Tuong Lam Quang Thi (7 May 1932 —
19 January 2021)

{https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A2m_
Quang Thi}

Lieutenant General Lam Quang Thi (7 May
1932 — 19 January 2021), Republic of Vietnam
Army
{https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A2m_
Quang Thi}

Xin Trung Twéng vui long cho biét nhan xét
ciia Trung Twéng vé quén chiing Hai-Quéin
trong cudc chién va nhirng ngay cudi ciia
cudc chién?

Lieutenant General, could you please share
your views on the Republic of Vietnam
Navy during the final days of the war?

Trudc thang 3 nam 1975 t6i xem thuong Hai-
Quan lam, ngoai trir nhitng Giang-Poan
Xung-Phong thugc Ving IV Song Ngoi.

Before March 1975, I held the Republic of
Vietnam Navy in low regard, except for its
Riverine Assault Groups in Riverine Zone IV.
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Glang—T oc-BlnhI Glang Boan Xung Phong,
Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa {Hai Su/Luoc
Sw Hai Quan Viet Nam Cong Hoa, trang 351-
443}

Patrol Boat Rlver szerlne Assault Group,
Republic of Vietnam Navy {Naval History/A
Brief History of the Republic of Vietnam Navy,
pp. 351-443, A Republic of Vietnam Navy
Publication (2012)}

RS AL

Il CORPS

Con Son island
-

Vung IV Song Ngoi, Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa {Edward J. Marolda va R. Blake
Dunnavent, “Combat at Close Quarters:
Warfare on the Rivers and Canals of
Vietnam,” trang 167, Naval History and
Command, Department of the Navy,
Washington, D.C., 2015}

uuuuuuuu

Il CORPS

Con Son island
-

Riverine Zone 1V, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{Edward J. Marolda and R. Blake Dunnavent,
“Combat at Close Quarters: Warfare on the
Rivers and Canals of Vietnam,” page 167,
Naval History and Command, Department of
the Navy, Washington, D.C., 2015}

Thoi gian lam Tw-Lénh Su-Doan 9 Bo-Binh, tur
nam 1965 dén 1968, mét lan, chinh toi diéu
dong thiét van xa, B6-Binh va cdc Giang-Poan
Xung-Phong mo mat tran lon tai Vinh-Binh.
Tran do minh danh hay, danh dep vo cung.
Ciing tir trdn do, téi nhdn thdy cic Giang-
Doan Xung-Phong la nhimg don vi thi¢én
chién, khéng thé thiéu dwoc & séng rach.

During my tenure as Commander of the 9th
Infantry Division, from 1965 to 1968, 1
directed the deployment of armored vehicles,
infantry, and Riverine Assault Groups to
launch a major offensive at Vinh Binh. In that
battle, we fought exceptionally well and
beautifully. Also from that battle, I realized
that the Riverine Assault Groups were elite
units, indispensable in rivers and canals.

Khi mdt trdn mién Trung bot phdt t6i moi thdy
vai tro cua Hai-Qudn la ‘quan trong. Hai-
Quadn ngng ve truyén thong Truyén thong
Hai-Qudn rat dep va tinh than ky ludt ciia Hai-
Qudn rat cao. Téi kinh phuc Hai-Oudn tir do.

When the Central Highlands front broke out, 1
realized the crucial role of the Republic of
Vietnam Navy. The traditions of the Navy are
very admirable, and its discipline is
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exceptionally high. I have respected the Navy
ever since.

Xin cam on Trung Twéng.

Thank you, Lieutenant General.
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ONG HO VAN KY THOAI {MR. HO VAN
KY THOAI}

MR. HO VAN KY THOAI

(1933-2022)

(1933-2022)

Nguyén Pho-Dé-Ddc, Hai Quan Viét Nam

Former Commodore, Republic of Vietnam

Cong Hoa Navy
Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan Vung I Duyén Hai, Hai Commander, Coastal Zone I, Republic of
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa Vietnam Navy

Trung TAm Huan Luyén Hai Quéan Nha Trang
Khoa 4 (02/1954 — 12/1954), bé¢ Nhat Bac
Giai, Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 4
(02/1954 — 12/1954), First Cancer, Republic of
Vietnam Navy

Qua cugc di tin mién Trung, xin D6 Poc vui
long cho biét vai kinh nghiém bén than.

Regarding the evacuation of Central
Highlands, could you kindly share some of
your personal experiences, Admiral?

Qua cudc di tan dé ai ciing rit tia dwoc nhiéu
kinh nghiém. Nhung vé kinh nghiém ban than,
t6i thdy khi lam chién, mét cap Twong Hai-
Quan khong bao gio nén chi huy tir trén bo ma
phai tir mot chién ham hay chién dinh. Mot
diéu quan trong nita la khéng bao gio cho phép
ST quan tuy vién roi xa minh.

Through that evacuation, everyone drew many
lessons.  However, based on my personal
experience, I believe that in times of combat, a
Navy flag officer should never command from
the shore but rather must do so from a warship
or patrol boat. Another important point is to
never allow an aide-de-camp to be far from
your side.

Thét ra khong phdi sau cudc chién téi méi
nhdn thdy dwoc nhitng diéu d6. Nhung, lic &
Pa-Ndng, thdy nhitng vi Tuwéng khdc con 6 trén
bo va toi lui hop hanh lien mién tai Bo-Chi-
Huy Vung I Duyén-Hai, t6i khong danh bo ho
dé ra tau!

In fact, it wasn'’t after the war that I realized
these things. But at the time I was in Da Nang,
seeing other Generals still on shore, constantly
attending meetings at the Coastal Zone [
Headquarters, I couldn’t bring myself to leave
them behind to go to the warship!




Hai-Qudan  Viet-Nam Cong-Hoa Ra Khoi, 1975
(Republic of Vietnham Navy on The High Seas, 1975)

ol

i o

"y |

Bo6 Tu Lénh Vung I Duyén Hai, Da Nang, Hai
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval Support
_Activity Danang#/media/File:1140367 Tien
Sha Ramp, Danang.tif}
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Wy
Coastal Zone 1 Headquarters, Pa Nang,
Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval Support

_Activity Danang#/media/File:1140367 Tien
Sha Ramp, Danang.tif}

Xin cam on Do Poc.

Thank you, Admiral.

Diép-M§-Linh
Houston, Texas, USA

English translation b Dr. Chi Manh Ha, Ph.D.
Grapevine, Texas, USA
haiquantrungduong@yahoo.com

Ban dich Anh Ngit dé tuong nhé dén tat ca cac
si quan, ha si quan, va thay thu ctia Hai Quan
Vi¢ét Nam Cong Hoa (1950 - 30 thang 4 nam
1975) vé long yéu nude va su hy sinh cia ho
trong vi¢c phuc vu ly tudng tu do va bao vé
1anh th cua dat nudc.

The English translation is dedicated to the
brave men and women of the Republic of
Vietnam Navy (1950 - April 30, 1975) for their
patriotism and sacrifice in the service of
freedom and the defense of their country's
territory.
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