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In Remembrance of the 515t Anniversary of The
Naval Battle for The Paracel Islands in the East
Sea (1974-2025)!

Mot nén huang long

A Stick of Heartfelt Incense
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Quan Dao Hoang Sa & ving Bién Déng
{https://www.bing.com/search?q=how+far+fro
m+da+nang+to+the+Paracel+Islands&gs=n&fo
rm=QBRE&sp=-
1&ghc=1&lq=0&pg=how+far+from+da+nang+
to+the+paracel+islands&sc=4-
43&sk=&cvid=39BC8D7757544979B1009F3E95
1B3E15&ghsh=0&ghacc=0&ghpl=}

{In remembrance of the 74 officers, chief petty
officers, and enlisted sailors of the Republic of
Vietnam Navy who, under the command of Navy
Captain Ha Van Ngac (1935-1999, Nha Trang
Naval Training Center Class 5, “7/1954 — 5/1955”,
First Leo), gave their lives defending their
country’s sovereign territory during the naval
battle against the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army Navy (PLAN). This battle took place in the
Paracel Islands in the East Sea — Bién Ddng (also
known as the South China Sea — Bién Nam Hai)
at approximately 10:30 a.m. on Saturday,
January 19, 1974}
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/2024 01
19 poem.pdf}

Chu Y: Cubn tai liéu nay quy doc gia dang cdm trong tay chua
han 1a cudn tai li¢u mdi nhat. Cuén méinhat dang Adobe Acrobat
PDF luén duoc luu trir trén:

https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/2025 01 19 poem.pdf

Notice: A hard copy of this document may not be the document
currently in effect. The current version in Adobe Acrobat PDF
format is always available:

https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/2025 01 19 poem.pdf
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Navy Captain Ha Van Ngac (1935-1999, Nha
Trang Naval Training Center Class 5 “7/1954 —
5/1955”, First Leo), Republic of Vietham Navy
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang s
a 01 19 1974.pdf}

Frung Tim Hufin Luyén Hil Quiin
Sha Trung

Trung Tam Huan Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang, Hai
Quéan Viét Nam Cong Hoa {Nha Trang Naval
Training Center, Republic of Vietnam Navy}
{http://hgvnch.net/default.asp?id=587&Istid=62

Cac SQHQ khoa 5 méc quan-phuc d?i-lé tai Ky-Dai TTHLHQ/NT,
Mot Si-Quan mdc tiéu-1é sopc ditng giita.
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The Naval Officer Cadets of Class 5 (7/1954 —
5/1955), First Leo (P& Nhat Hai Su), wear their
full ceremonial naval uniforms at the flagpole of
the Nha Trang Naval Training Center, Republic of
Vietnam Navy. A Naval Officer Cadet in striped
semi-ceremonial dress uniform stands in the
middle

{Hai Si/Lugc Sur Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa,
trang 506}

{Naval History/A Brief History of the Republic of
Vietnam Navy, page 506, A Republic of Vietham
Navy Publication (2012)}

Thanh kinh tuéng nhé cac anh linh tr si
Hoang Sa.

Nguyén Kién
Khoa 59 doan vién Hai Quan

Reverently honoring the heroic spirits of
the fallen Republic of Vietham enlisted
sailors, as well as non-commissioned and
commissioned naval officers of the naval
battle for the Paracel Islands.

Nguyén Kién
Republic of Vietham Navy Recruit Training Class
59

Lich st can dai trong vong 1000 nam qua, nudc
Viét Nam da trai qua biét bao lan bi Trung Quoc
xam lugc. Dan toc Viét Nam ludn kiéu hung danh
duGi ching ra khoi b& cdi tao dung mét dat nude
tugi dep cho con chau vé sau. Ngay 19 thang 1
nam 1974, quan Trung Cong lai ngang nhién ti€n
chiém bién d&o ctia Viét Nam. Quén doi Viét Nam
Cong Hoa nhat la Hai Quan da anh hung danh
tra.

In the past 1000 years of modern history,
Vietnam has been invaded by China numerous
times. The Vietnamese people have always
heroically driven the Chinese invaders out,
building a beautiful country for their future
generations. On January 19, 1974, the Chinese
Communist forces once again inconsiderately
seized Vietnam’s Paracel Islands. The Armed
Forces of the Republic of Vietnam, particularly the
Navy, heroically fought back.
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Quan Ky {Hai Su/Lugc S Hai Quan Viét Nam
Cong Hoa (2009), pp. v, vii, viii, ix, 182, 620}

Republic of Vietnam Navy Flag {Naval History/A
Brief History of the Republic of Vietnam Navy, pp.
v, Vii, viii, ix, 182, 620. A Republic of Vietnam
Navy publication (2012)}

TU thdi ky Dinh, L&, Ly, Tran, Viét Nam da phai
d6i mat véi nhiéu cudc xam lugc tir phucong Bac,
dac biét la tUr Trung Qudéc. Day la giai doan day
bién dong, khi cac trieu dai phong ki€n Trung
Qudc nhu Téng, Nguyén, va Minh thudng xuyén
tim cach thon tinh Dai Viét nhdm ma rong Ianh
thé va cing ¢8 quyén luc. Tuy nhién, cac triéu
dai Viét Nam d3 thé hién tinh than quét cudng va
su’ doan két dé bao vé doc 1ap dan toc.

From the periods of the Dinh, L&, Ly, and Tran
dynasties, Vietnam had to face many invasions
from the North, especially from China. This was
a tumultuous period when Chinese dynasties like
the Song, Yuan, and Ming frequently sought to
annex DPai Viét to expand their territory and
consolidate power. However, the Vietnamese
dynasties displayed an indomitable will and unity
in defending national independence.

Thai Dinh va Tién Lé: Khi Binh B6 Linh dep loan
12 s(r quan va thong nhat dat nudc, 6ng dat nén
mong cho mot Pai Viét doc 1ap. Tuy nhién, sau
khi 6ng mat, nha Tong (Trung Qudc) Igi dung tinh
hinh chinh tri b4t 6n dé€ de doa xam Iudc. Dudi
thdi Lé Hoan, quan dan Dai Viét da chién thang
vang doi trong tran Bach Dang ndm 981, chan
ddng muu d6 cta nha Tong.

The Dinh and Early Lé Periods: When Dinh B6
Linh put down the 12 warlords and unified the
country, he laid the foundation for an
independent Dai Viét. However, after his death,
the Tong Dynasty (China) exploited the unstable
political situation to threaten an invasion. Under
Lé Hoan's rule, the people and army of Dai Viét
achieved a resounding victory at the Battle of
Bach Dang in 981, stopping short the Tdéng
Dynasty's ambitions.
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Pinh B Linh (924-979) - Pinh Bo Linh (924-979)
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%90inh_B%
E1%BB%99_L%C4%A9nh}
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PR .. AN
L& Hoan (941-1005) - Le Hoan (941-1005)
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%AA_Ho0%
C3%A0n}

-

Thdi Ly: Nha Ly ti€p tuc doi mat véi ap luc tur
phuong Bdc. Trong cac cudc chién, nhu cudc
khang chién chdng Tong (1075-1077) dudi su
lanh dao cla Ly Thudng Kiét, quan doi Dai Viét
da chu dong tan cong vao dat Tong pha thanh
Ung Chau va sau d6 gianh chién thang phong thu
kién cudng tai song Nhu Nguyét, khdng dinh ch
quyén dat nudc.

The Ly Period: The Ly Dynasty continued to face
pressure from the North. In various conflicts,
such as the resistance against the Tng Dynasty
(1075-1077), led by Ly Thudng Kiét, the Dai Viét
army proactively attacked Tong territory,
destroying Ung Chau fortress, and later achieved
a tenacious defensive victory at the Nhu' Nguyét
River, asserting national sovereignty.
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Ly Thudng Kiét (1019 - 1105) — Ly Thuong Kiet
(1019 - 1105)
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%BD_Th%
C6%B0%E1%BB%9Dng_Ki%E1%BB%87t}

Thdai Tran: Day la thdi ky hao hung trong lich st
khang chién chéng quan xam lugc Nguyén Mong.
Quan Nguyén, vdi danh tiéng la doi quan hung
manh nhat thé gidi lic bay gid, da ba [an tan cong
Pai Viét (1258, 1285, 1287-1288). Dudi su chi
huy tai tinh cta Hung Pao Pai Vuong Tran Qudc
Tuan, quan dan Dai Viét da danh bai quan
Nguyén trong cac trén nhu Van Ki€p, Bach Dang,
khi€n k& hoach xam lugc ciia d€ ché Nguyén that
bai hoan toan.

The Tran Period: This was a heroic period in the
history of resistance against the Mongol invaders.
The Mongol army, renowned as the most
powerful force in the world at the time, attacked
Dai Viét three times (1258, 1285, 1287-1288).
Under the brilliant command of Hung Dao Dai
Vuong Tran Qudc Tuan, the army and people of
Pai Viét defeated the Mongols in battles such as
Van Kiép and Bach Pang, leading to the complete
failure of the Mongol Empire’s invasion plans.
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Hung-Dao Dai-Vudng Tran Qudc Tuan (1228 -
1300), Thanh T6 Hai Quén Viét Nam Cong Hoa -
Field Marshall Tran Hung Dao (1228 - 1300), The
Patron Saint of the Republic of Vietham Navy

{(*): Trich tur: Hai Sir/Lugc St Hai Quan Viét Nam
Cong Hoa (2009), pp. v, vii, viii, ix, 182, 620}
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/Field Ma
rshal THD.pdf}

{(*): Excerpted from: Naval History/A Brief
History of the Republic of Vietnam Navy, pp. v,
vii, viii, ix, 182, 620. A Republic of Vietnam Navy
publication (2012)}

{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/Field Ma

rshal THD appendix.pdf}
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ThL’ly;chié'n Bach-bang nam 1288 la chién thang
vao cd I6n nhat trong lich-sur Viét-Nam

The Bach Dang naval battle in 1288 was the
largest victory in Viethamese history.

Vao ndm 1879 Nguyén Hué da danh bai 30 van
quan Thanh trong tran Ngoc H6i-bong Da.

In 1879, Nguyén Hué defeated 300,000 Thanh
soldiers in the Battle of Ngoc H6i-bdng Da.

i g

Nguyén Hué (1753-1792), as depicted on the
South  Vietnamese 200 dong banknote
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quang_Trung#/m
edia/File:Giaybac200-1514640852545.jpg}.

Nhirng chién thdng nay khong chi bao vé doc lap
ma con thé hién y chi bat khuét va nghé thuét
quan su tai tinh cta ngudi Viét Nam. Bong thdi,
chling khang dinh rd rang réng, du bi cac thé luc
manh tir phuong Bac de doa, dan tdc Viét Nam
ludn kién cudng bao vé I&nh thé va van hda cua
minh.

These victories not only protected independence
but also displayed the Vietnamese people’s
indomitable will and skillful military strategies.
Concurrently, they affirmed that, despite threats
from powerful forces from the North, the
Vietnamese people have always stood firm in
defending their territory and culture.

Tung la mot thay tha cda Hai Quan Quan Luc Viét
Nam Céng Hoa (HQ/QLVNCH), mdi nam, khi gan
dén ngay 19 thang 1, long toi lai triu ndng ndi xo6t
xa va boi hoi nhé vé tran Hai chién Hoang Sa nam
nao.

As a former sailor of the Republic of Vietham
Navy, every year, as January 19 approaches, my
heart grows heavy with sorrow and nostalgia for
the naval battle for the Paracel Islands long ago.
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T6 Quéc - Pai Dudng
{https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%E1%BA%A3i_q
u%C3%A2n_Vi%E1%BB%87t_Nam_C%E1%BB
%99ng_h%C3%B2a}

Fatherland -

{https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%E1%BA%A3i_q
u%C3%A2n_Vi%E1%BB%87t_Nam_C%E1%BB
%99ng_h%C3%B2a}

The The Ocean

ToOi da doc rat nhiéu bai viét vé tran chi€n nay,
nhirng bai dudc viét bdi chinh nhitng ngudi trong
cudc. Toi cling da tro chuyén vdi hai ngugi ban
tirng phuc vu trén hai chi€én ham truc ti€p tham
gia tran danh ay. Tuy nhién, t6i xin khdng binh
ludn hay nhan xét gi vé cac bai viét ay, bdi toi
khéng du kién thdc hay hiéu biét tudng tan vé
tran chién nay.

I have read numerous articles about this battle,

written by those directly involved. I have also
conversed with two friends who served on
warships that directly participated in the battle.
However, I refrain from commenting on or
judging these articles, as I lack the necessary
knowledge and thorough understanding of this
battle.
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{Phéng d6 tran hai-chién Hoang-Sa ngéy 19
thang 01 ndm 1974 cua Cuu Hai-Quan Thi€u-Ta

Tran D6 Cam, Trung Tam Hudn Luyén Hai Quan
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Nha Trang Khoa 11 (8/1961-4/1963), DEé Nhat
Bao Binh, Austin, Texas, USA}

{Map of the naval battle for the Paracel Islands
on January 19, 1974, by former Navy Lieutenant
Commander Tran D6 Cdm, Nha Trang Naval
Training Center Class 11 (8/1961-4/1963), First
Aquarius, Austin, Texas, USA}

Vi tat ca long thanh, toi xin dugc thap mot nén
huong tudng nhé dén cac chién si Hai Quan Viét
Nam Cong Hoa, nhirng ngudi da anh diing chién
d&u va hy sinh dé bao vé chu quyén cla té quéc.
TGi cling xin cui dau chia sé niém ti€c thuang sau
sac dén cac than nhan cla nhiing chién hitu da
nga xudng.

With sincere gratitude, I would like to light an
incense stick in memory of the Republic of
Vietnam Navy's enlisted sailors, as well as non-
commissioned and commissioned naval officers,
who bravely fought and sacrificed their lives to
defend our nation's sovereignty. I also bow my
head to share deep condolences with the families
of those fallen comrades.

To6i tin rang khong chi riéng t6i, ma tat ca nhiing
ngudi con dat Viét déu lubn khac ghi trong long
tran Hai chién Hoang Sa nam 1974, dac biét la
cac cuu quan nhan Hai Quan QLVNCH.

I believe that not just I, but all Viethamese people
always remember the naval battle for the Paracel
Islands in 1974, especially the former enlisted
sailors, as well as non-commissioned and
commissioned naval officers of the Republic of
Vietnam Navy.

La mot ngudi ting diing trong hang ngli cua
HQ/QLVNCH, t6i tu’ hao rang Hai Quan Viét Nam
Cong Hoa chua bao gig khuat phuc trudc bat ky
ké ngoai xd&m nao. Dau biét rang vao thdi diém
ay, luc lugng Hai Quan cua chung ta da bi chia
nhod d€ ddi phd vdi cdng san Bac Viét trén nhiéu
mat tran, nhung chi véi 4 chién ham, cac chién si
cla chung ta van oai hung diing cdm doi dau vdi
ham doi Trung Cong.

As someone who once stood among the ranks of
the Republic of Vietham Navy/Republic of
Vietnam Armed Forces, I am proud that the
Republic of Vietham Navy never succumbed to
any foreign invader. Despite knowing that at the
time, our naval forces were stretched thin to deal
with the North Vietnamese Communists on
multiple fronts, with only 4 warships, our enlisted
sailors, as well as non-commissioned and
commissioned naval officers, still valiantly and
bravely confronted the Chinese Communist fleet.

HQ Tran Khanh Du (Khu Truc Ham 4), Hai Quan
Viét Nam Cong Hoa {HQ Tran Khanh Du (Radar
Picket Destroyer Escort DER 4), Republic of
Vietnam Navy}
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TRUONG VAN QUANG’s Photo Collection

HQ Tran Trong (Tuan Du‘dng Ham 5), Hai
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa {HQ Tran Binh Trong
(High Endurance Cutter WHEC 5), Republic of
Vietnam Navy}

{http://www.vnafmamn.com/untoldpage/HQ5.jp

g}

HQ 16 - Tusin Duvng Ham Ly Thuing Kiét - WHEC
HQ Ly Thudng Kiét (Tuan Ducng Ham 16), Hai
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa {HQ Ly Thudng Kiét
(High Endurance Cutter WHEC 16), Republic of
Vietnam Navy}
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" 310 - H§ Tong Ham NIt TAo - PCE
HQ Nhat Tao (H6 Téng Ham 10), Hai Quan Viét
Nam Cong Hoa {HQ Nhat Tao (MineSweeper
Frigate MSF 10), Republic of Vietnam Navy}

‘ |

> e
‘ e - -

Ho Tong Ham 274 {Kronstadt 274}, Chlnese
People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN)

{Hai Si/Lugc Sur Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa,
trang 234}

{Naval History/A Brief History of the Republic of
Vietnam Navy, page 234, A Republic of Vietham
Navy Publication (2012)}

Truc L6i Ham 621 {T43-class fleet minesweeper
621}, Chinese People’s Liberation Army Navy
(PLAN)
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{Jane's Fighting Ships 1960-1969 and 1970-
1979, https://www.janes.com}

Dau phan thua thiét d& hién rd, dau nudc ¢ da
dinh san, nhung Hai Quan QLVNCH van hién
ngang vuot bién, khai hda tdn cdng tau dich, tiéu
diét khong it binh si va si quan cao cap cua Trung
Cong ngay trén ving bién Hoang Sa, ndi thudc
chu quyén cua Viét Nam.

Even though defeat was apparent, even though
the outcome was predetermined, the Republic of
Vietnam Navy still bravely sailed forth, opening
fire to attack enemy ships, killing numerous
Chinese  Communist sailors and high-ranking
naval officers right in the Paracel Islands’ waters,
a region belonging to Vietnam's sovereignty.

Nhirng chién si Hai Quan QLVNCH — nhitng ngudi
anh hung da chién dau va hy sinh — luén séng
mai trong long dan toc.

The fallen Republic of Vietnam enlisted sailors, as
well as non-commissioned and commissioned
naval officers — heroes who fought and sacrificed
— will always live in the heart of the nation.

Hang ndm, nhiéu ngudi dan Viét Nam van t6 chirc
tudng niém cac anh trén nhitng ving bién, dao
thiéng liéng. Thé nhung, that dau long khi chinh
phu hién tai cta Viét Nam lai chua mot lan chinh
thirc tri an cac anh, nhitng nguGi da vi nudc quén
than trong tran chién chdng ngoai xam.

Annually, many Vietnamese people still hold
commemorative ceremonies for these heroes on
sacred seas and islands. Yet, it is heartbreaking
that the current government of Communist
Vietnam has not once officially honored these
heroes, who gave their lives for their country in
the battle against foreign aggression.

HOm nay, t6i xin dudc kinh cin thdp mét nén
hudng long, tudng nhd dén cac anh linh tir si
trong tran chién Hoang Sa. Su hy sinh cla cac
anh mai 1a biéu tugng cua ldng yéu nudc va su
kién cuGng bao vé chu quyén dan toc Viét Nam.

Today, I respectfully light a stick of heartfelt
incense in remembrance of the heroic spirits of
the fallen enlisted sailors, as well as non-
commissioned and commissioned naval officers
of the naval battle for the Paracel Islands. Their
sacrifice forever symbolizes patriotism and the
steadfast defense of Vietnam's national
sovereignty.

MOt nén huang long,

A stick of heartfelt incense,

Thanh kinh tudng nhé cac anh linh tir si Hoang
Sa.

Reverently honoring the heroic spirits of the fallen
Republic of Vietnam enlisted sailors, as well as
non-commissioned and commissioned naval
officers of the naval battle for the Paracel Islands.

Théng 1 nam 2025
Nguyén Kién

January 2025

Nguyén Kién

Republic of Vietham Navy Recruit Training Class
59
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Republic of Vietham Navy recruits {John Darrell
Sherwood, “War in The Shallows, U.S. Navy
Coastal and Riverine Warfare in Vietnam, 1965 —
1968,” Naval History and Heritage Command,
Department of the Navy, Washington, D.C.,
2015, page 321}

English translation by Dr. Chi Manh Ha, Ph.D. (*)
Grapevine, Texas, USA

haiquantrungduong@yahoo.com

(*): Trudng nam cua Hai Quan bai Ta Ha Van
Ngac (1935-1999, Khda 5, “7/1954 — 5/1955”, D&
Nhat Hai Su), Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

(*): The eldest son of Navy Captain Ha Van Ngac
(1935-1999, Class 5,"7/1954 — 5/1955”, First
Leo), Republic of Vietham Navy
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