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Tra Lai Sy That Cho Lich Su!

Restoring Truth to History

HQ (Hai Quan, “Navy”)

HQ (Hai Quan, “Navy”)

Nhan dip 1é twong niém tir si trong tran hai
chién tai quan dao Hoang Sa vira qua ciing nhu
cac nam trude, nhiu bai viét ciing nhu trén
youtube tuong thuat mot cach sai lac va bop
méo su that.

On the occasion of the recent commemoration
of those who fell in the naval battle for the
Paracel Islands, as in previous years, many
articles and  YouTube reports have
misrepresented and distorted the truth.
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Phong d6 tran hai-chién Hoang-Sa ngay 19
thang 01 ndm 1974 cua Cyu Hai-Quan Thiéu-
Ta Tran DS Cam, Trung Tam Huin Luyén Hai
Quan Nha Trang Khoa 11 (8/1961-4/1963), b¢
Nhéit Bao Binh, Austin, Texas, USA {Map of
the naval battle for the Paracel Islands on
January 19, 1974, by former Navy Lieutenant
Commander Tran D3 Cam, Nha Trang Naval
Training Center Class 11 (8/1961-4/1963),
First Aquarius, Austin, Texas, USA}

11358 11140/ D

Ching ta khong binh luan vé su tuong thuat
cua cac nhan ching trén 4 chién ham tham du
cudc hai chién vi t6i nghi nhitng quan nhéan d6
déu noi su that. Tuy nhién mdi ngudi chi noi
vé tran danh trong cuong vi cia minh trén
chién ham cho nén khéng can biét rd hé thong

We do not comment on the accounts of the
witnesses from the 4 warships involved in the
battle, because I believe those servicemen told
the truth. However, each only described the
battle from the perspective of their post on
their respective warship, without necessarily
understanding how the command structure

1

Cha Y: Cubn tai liéu ndy quy doc gia dang cAm trong
tay chua hin 13 cudn tai liéu m&i nhit. Cudn méi nhét
dang Adobe Acrobat PDF luon dugc luu trir trén:

https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/2022_01 19 res
toring_truth to history.pdf

Notice: A hard copy of this document may not be the
document currently in effect. The current version in
Adobe Acrobat PDF format is always available:

https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/2022_01 19 res
toring_truth to history.pdf
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chi huy, ngoai vi ham truong cia minh, la nhu
thé nao.

functioned beyond their

commanding officer.

own ship’s

"

¢ Ham 4), Hai

—

HQ Tran Khanh Du (Khu Try
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

- —

HQ Tran Khanh Du {Radar Picket Destroyer
Escort (DER) 4}, Republic of Vietnam Navy

{http://navygermany.gerussa.com/main/van%
20nghe/baivo/NhungMuaXuanGhiDau 02.ht
mj

HQ Tran Binh Trong (Tuan Duong Ham 5),
Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

HQ Tran Binh Trong {High Endurance Cutter
(WHEC) 5}, Republic of Vietnam Navy

{http://navygermany.gerussa.com/main/van%
20nghe/baivo/NhungMuaXuanGhiDau_02.ht
m}
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HQ Ly Thuong Kiét (Tuan Duong Ham 16),
Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

HQ Ly Thuong Kiét {High Endurance Cutter
(WHEC) 16}, Republic of Vietnam Navy

{http://navygermany.gerussa.com/main/van%
20nghe/baivo/NhungMuaXuanGhiDau_02.ht
m}

HQ Nhat Tao (Ho Téng 10), Hai Quan

Viét Nam Cong Hoa

HQ Nhat Téo {Patrol Craft Escort (PCE) 10},
Republic of Vietnam Navy

{http://navygermany.gerussa.com/main/van%
20nghe/baivo/NhungMuaXuanGhiDau_02.ht
m}

Thi du sau cudc hai chién nhitng cap chi huy
lién h¢ mo1 nghe noéi ké hoach Tran Hung Pao
47 ma chinh vi Tu Linh Hai Quan (TL HQ)
Viét Nam Cong Hoa (VNCH) va Tu Linh
Vung 1 Duyén Hai (TL HQ V1DH) kiém Tu
linh Lyc Lugng Pac Nhiém 231 (TL LLDN
231) khong hé hay biét.

For example, after the naval battle, some
commanders only learned about the “Tran
Hung Dao 47” plan, which neither the Chief of
Naval Operations of the Republic of Vietnam
Navy (TL HQ VNCH) nor the Commander of
Coastal Zone I (TL HQ V1DH), who was also
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the Commander of Task Force 231 (TL LLDN
231), had prior knowledge of.

BE BOC TRAN VAN CHO'N TU' LINH HQ/VNCH

i efips hie dag many cds bde Phd B4 Bdg)

Dé Péc Tran Van Chon (1920-2019), Tu Lénh
Hai Quéan Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa {Rear Admiral
Tran Vin Chon (1920-2019), Chief of Naval
Operations, Republic of Vietnam Navy}

Trung Tam Huin Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang
Khoéa 1 (7/1952 — 10/1952), Bé Nhat Duong
Cuu, Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa {Nha
Trang Naval Training Center Class 1 (7/1952 —
10/1952), First Aries, Republic of Vietnam
Navy}

Prung Tim Hudn Luyén Hal Quiin
Nha Trang

Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa (Nha Trang
Naval Training Center, Republic of Vietnam
Navy)
{http://hqvnch.net/default.asp?id=587&lIstid=
62}
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Si-Quan Khoa 1 Hai-Quén (7/— 1952 10/1 952),
b¢ Nhat Duong Cuu {Naval Officers Class 1
(7/1952 — 10/1952), First Aries}

Tir trai sang phai (From left to right): Nguyén
Vin Lich, Chung Tén Cang, Lam Nguon Tanh,
Tran Van Chon, Poan Ngoc Bich, and Tran
Vin Phéan

{Hai Sir Tuyén Tép, trang 650 (Naval History
Anthology, page 650), a Republic of Vietnam
Navy publication (2004),
https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/2021 _
Hai_Su_Tuyen_Tap.pdf}

{http://navygermany.gerussa.com/main/van%
20nghe/baivo/NhungMuaXuanGhiDau 02.ht
mj
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Phé Pé Péc H6 Van Ky Thoai (1933-2022)
{Commodore H6 Vin Ky Thoai (1933-2022)}
Tu Lénh Vung I Duyén Hai (Commander,
Coastal Zone I)

Tu Lénh Lyc Luong BDPac Nhiém 231
(Commander, Task Force 231)

Hai Quan Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa (Republic of
Vietnam Navy)

Trung Tam Huin Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang
Khoa 4 (02/1954 — 12/1954), Bé Nhat Bic
Gidi, Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa {Nha
Trang Naval Training Center Class 4 (02/1954
— 12/1954), First Cancer, Republic of Vietnam
Navy}

{http://navygermany.gerussa.com/main/van%
20nghe/baivo/NhungMuaXuanGhiDau_02.ht
m}

||y |

B6 Tu Lénh Vung I Duyén Hai, Pa Nang, Hai
Quan Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa (Coastal Zone I
Headquarters, Pa Nang, Republic of Vietnam
Navy)

{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval Support
_Activity Danang#/media/File:1140367 Tien

Sha Ramp, Danang.tif}

Chinh dai td Ha van Ngac 1a ngu6i ma Tu Linh
HQ Vung 1 Duyén Hai kiém TL LLDN 231 chi
dinh lam Lién doan truédng Lién doan Pac

Navy Captain Ha Van Ngac, appointed as the
Commander of Task Force 231.7 by the
Commander of Coastal Zone I and Task Force
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Nhiém 231.7 khi viét hoi ky con khong nhé
gidi chirc nio ra linh khai hoa (Dé dbc Tran vin
Chon d3 ndi rd trong trong cudc phong van
dinh kém). Ngoai ra, c6 ngudi dé cap dén Bo
tu linh Tién Phuong ma chinh vi tu linh Tién
Phuong dang ¢ Saigon v.v... ma vi Tu Linh LL
DN 231 khong hé hay biét.

231, did not even recall in his memoir who
gave the order to open fire (Rear Admiral Tran
Van Chon clarified this in an attached
interview). Additionally, someone mentioned
a Forward Command Headquarters, yet the
Commander of Task Force 231 was unaware of
its existence, as the Commander of that
Forward Headquarters was apparently in
Saigon.

Hai Quan bai T4 Ha Van Ngac (1935-1999),
Hai Quan Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa {Navy Captain
Ha Van Ngac (1935-1999), Republic of
Vietnam Navy}

Tu Lénh, Lyc Luong DPiac Nhiém 231.7
(Commander, Task Force 231.7)

Trung Tam Huin Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang
Khoa 5 (7/1954 — 5/1955), Pé Nhat Hai Su,
Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa {Nha Trang
Naval Training Center Class 5 (7/1954 —
5/1955), First Leo, Republic of Vietnam
Navy}
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Cac SQHQ khod 5 mic quan-phyc dai-1é tai Ky-Dai TTHLHQINT,
Mot Si-Quan mdc tiéu-lé sopc ditng giia.

The Naval Officer Cadets of Class 5 (7/1954 —
5/1955), First Leo (Dé Nhat Hai Su), wear
their full ceremonial naval uniforms at the
flagpole of the Nha Trang Naval Training
Center, Republic of Vietnam Navy. A Naval
Officer Cadet in striped semi-ceremonial dress
uniform stands in the middle

{Hai St/Lugc Str Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa, trang 506 (Naval History/A Brief History
of the Republic of Vietnam Navy, page 506), A
Republic of Vietham Navy Publication
(2012)}

{http://navygermany.gerussa.com/main/van%
20nghe/baivo/NhungMuaXuanGhiDau 02.ht
mj

Ngoai ra c6 vai vi trong Ban Tham muu ctia B
Tu Linh HQ ¢ Saigon con tuyén bd 1a minh ra
linh truc tiép cho chién ham tai Hoang Sa khai
hoa. Nhitng diéu néi trén, ngudi dan su khong
biét 18 vé to chirc trong quin doi xem xong
hodc nghe xong rdi quén di; con nhing nguoi
c6 chut hiéu biét mudn biét sy that lich st nhu
thé nao s& rat thic mac vi sao luc tac chién ma
mét hai doan chién ham ngoai khoi cach bo
hon 130 hai Iy ma nhan duoc linh cia nhidu
gi6i chire thi con danh ddm gi duoc nira?

Furthermore, some staff officers at the
Republic of Vietnam Navy Headquarters in
Saigon even claimed they directly ordered the
warships at the Paracel Islands to open fire.
For civilians unfamiliar with military
organization, such claims may be easily
overlooked or forgotten. However, for those
with some knowledge who seek the historical
truth, it raises questions: How could a naval
task force, operating over 130 nautical miles
from shore, manage to fight effectively if it
was receiving conflicting orders from multiple
authorities?
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; , _
B6 Tu Lénh Hai Quan Viét Nam Cdong Hoa,
Saigon, Viét Nam Cong Hoa (Republic of
Vietnam Navy Headquarters, Saigon, Republic
of Vietnam)
{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2019/08/
09/luoc-su-hqvnch-hai-quan-cong-xuong-sai-
gon/}

Quan Pao Hoang Sa & ving Bién Péng (The
Paracel Islands in the [East Sea)
{https://www.bing.com/search?q=how-far+fr
om+da+nang+tto+the+Paracel+Islands&qs=n
&form=QBRE&sp=-

1 &ghc=1&l1q=0&pg=how+far+from+da+nan
g+to+thet+paracel+islands&sc=4-
43&sk=&cvid=39BC8D7757544979B1009F3
E951B3E15&ghsh=0&ghacc=0&ghpl=}

Nhirng sT quan ¢6 hoc Ve tham muu va cac si
quan cao cap cua da s6 quan doi trén thé gisi
déu biét 1a trong quan doi co hai hé thdng chi
huy riéng biét. Mot hé thong goi 13 hanh quan
(hay diéu dong) va mot hé thong goi 1a tham
muu.

Officers trained in staff operations and senior
officers in most militaries worldwide
understand that military command structures
are divided into two distinct systems:
operational (or command) and staff.

Do d6 trong hé thong hanh quéan (hay dicu
ddng) thi chi c6 nhitng vi Téng Tu Linh va Tu
Linh ¢6 su lién hé vdi nhau ma thoi. Con cac
si quan trong ban tham muu cua cac vi tu linh

In the operational (or command) system, only
the Commander-in-Chief and subordinate field
commanders are directly involved in issuing
orders. Staff officers, on the other hand, are
responsible only for monitoring, reporting, and
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chi c6 trach nhiém theo doi, bdo cao va trinh
de nghi cho vi Tu Linh chi huy ma thoi.

recommendations to their
They do not issue

making
commanding officers.
operational orders.

Trong quyén sach “Nhitng Ngay Cuoi Cing
Cua Viet Nam Cong Hoa” Phu Ban A tir trang
269 dén trang 272, dai tuéng Cao van Vién co
n6i r& vé hé théng chi huy trong quan doi
VNCH. Nhiéu nguoi hiéu 1am 13 trong quan
doi ctr bai Tudng 1a chi huy trung tudng nhung
su that khong phai vdy. Ngay chinh dai tudng
Téng Tham Muu Truéng chi 1a ¢6 van cho vi
Téng Tu Linh Quan Doi (tong théng) ma thoi,
ong khong c6 quyén han vé chi huy hanh quan
(diéu dong) dbi véi cac tu linh quan doan va
quan khu.

In the book “The Last Days of the Republic of
Vietnam,” Appendix A, pages 269-272,
General Cao Van Vién provides a clear
explanation of the command structure of the
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces. Many
mistakenly believe that a general automatically
commands a lieutenant general, but this is not
the case. Even the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff served only as an advisor to the
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces (the
President). He had no authority over
operational command of corps or military
region commanders.

bai Tudng Cao Vian Vién (1921-2008), Quan
Luc Viét Nam Cong Hoa {General Cao Van

Vién (1921-2008), Republic of Vietnam
Armed Forces}
{https://www.pinterest.com/pin/64317039051
6384546/}
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Ngay trong quan doi Hoa ky vi Chu tich ctua
Bo tong tham muu Lién Quan (Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff) va Ban Tham muu
Lién Quén chi dong vai tro ¢b van cho vi Tong
Tu Linh Quan d6i Hoa ky (Tong Théng) ma
théi. Cac vi tham muu trudng cia cic quan
chung khong c6 quyén diéu dong truc tiép cac
lyc lugng tac chién tai chién truong.

Similarly, in the U.S. military, the Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Chiefs of Staff
serve only as advisors to the Commander-in-
Chief (the President). The chiefs of staff of the
various branches do not have direct operational
control over combat forces on the battlefield.

Tré lai van dé Hoang Sa, khi vi Téng Tu Linh
Quén ddi (Tong Théng Nguyén Vin Thiéu) ra
linh truc tiép cho vi Tu linh Lyc Luong Pac
Nhiém 231 (Ph6 Bé Pc {PPD} Ho6 Vin Ky
Thoai) thi hanh thi vi Tu linh Hai Quan khong
thé ra linh trai nguoc dugc.

Returning to the Paracel Islands issue, when
the Commander-in-Chief (President Nguyén
Van Thiéu) directly ordered the Commander of
Task Force 231 (Commodore HO6 Vin Ky
Thoai) to carry out operations, the Chief of
Naval Operations could not issue conflicting
orders.

Tong Thong Nguyén Vian Thiéu (1923-2001),
Viét Nam Cong Hoa {President Nguyén Vin
Thiéu (1923-2001), Republic of Vietnam}
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E1%B
B%85n V%C4%83n_Thi%E1%BB%87u}
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Téng théng Thiéu roi B6 Tu Linh Hai Quan
Vung I Duyén Hai sau khi ra chi thi vé bién
phap ddi pho véi Trung Cong khi ham doi
Trung Cong xam nhdp hai phan Viét Nam
Cong Hoa tai Hoang Sa (1974)

President Thiéu left the Coastal Zone I
Headquarters after issuing directives on
measures to counter Communist China when
the Communist Chinese fleet intruded into the
territorial waters of the Republic of Vietnam at
the Paracel Islands (1974)

{http://navygermany.gerussa.com/main/van%
20nghe/baivo/NhungMuaXuanGhiDau 02.ht
mj

Pé dbc Tran van Chon, Tu Linh (TL HQ) va
Pé déc Lam Nguon Tanh tu linh pho HQ noi
10 trong tai li€u (dinh kém) su that nhitng gi da
xay ra. Pé ddc Tanh mic du dén B6 Tu Linh
Hai Quan (BTLHQ) VI1DH sau khi tran hai
chién Hoang Sa cham dut ¢6 néi 15 1a éng c6
trach nhiém “theo ddi” tran chién Hoang Sa
chd khong chi huy.

Rear Admiral Tran Van Chon, Chief of Naval
Operations, and Rear Admiral Lam Nguon
Tanh, Vice Chief of Naval Operations, both
clarified the truth of what happened in the
attached documents. Rear Admiral Tanh, who
arrived at the Coastal Zone 1 Headquarters
after the Paracel battle had ended, explicitly
stated that his role was to “monitor” the battle,
not to command it.
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Pé Péc Lam Nguon Tanh (1928-2018), Tu
Lénh Phé Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa {Rear
Admiral Lam Nguon Ténh (1928-2018), Vice
Chief of Naval Operations, Republic of
Vietnam Navy}

Trung Tam Huin Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang
Khoéa 1 (7/1952 — 10/1952), Bé Nhat Duong
Cuu, Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa {Nha
Trang Naval Training Center Class 1 (7/1952 —
10/1952), First Aries, Republic of Vietnam
Navy}

{https://www.truclamyentu.info/vietnamsea’h
g-dd-lam-nguon-tanh.html}

To61 gui email nay va tai li¢u dinh kém cho
nhing si quan tré va mudn hiéu rd hé thong chi
huy trong Hai Quan va quan doi dé cac si quan
nay biét r sy that nhu thé nao dé giai thich cho
nhimg ngudi dan su biét 15, dé ho khoi thic
mic vé hé thdng chi huy trong Quan Doi va
trong Hai Quan.

I am sending this email and the attached
documents to younger officers and those who
wish to understand more thoroughly the
command structure of the Navy and the Armed
Forces, so they can grasp the truth clearly and
explain it to civilians. This will help address
their questions about the military and naval
command structure.
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{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/2022

{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/2022

01 19 tra lai_su that cho lich su.pdf}

01 19 tra lai_su that cho lich su.pdf}

T6i hy vong day 1a 1a dip cudi cing dé noi Ién
h¢ thong chi huy trong bién ¢6 lich st ngay 19
thang 1 nam 1974, tran hai chién Hoang Sa.

I hope this is the final occasion to clarify the
command structure surrounding the historical
event of January 19, 1974, the naval battle for
the Paracel Islands.

Hb Vian Ky-Thoai (1933-2022)
Cuu Pho Pé Pdc, Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa (Former Commodore, Republic of
Vietnam Navy)

Monday, January 24, 2022, at 6:16 PM

English translation by r. Chi Manh Ha, Ph.D.
*)

Grapevine, Texas, USA
haiquantrungduong@yahoo.com

(*): Trudng nam cuia Hai Quan Pai T4 Ha Van
Ngac (1935-1999, Trung TAm Huén Luyén Hai
Quan Nha Trang Khoa 5, “7/1954 — 5/1955”,
Pé Nhét Hai Su), Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa

(*): The eldest son of Navy Captain Ha Van
Ngac (1935-1999, Nha Trang Naval Training
Center Class 5,77/1954 — 5/1955”, First Leo),
Republic of Vietnam Navy

Ban dich Anh Ngit dé tuong nhé dén tit ca cac
st quan, ha si quan, va thiy tha cua Hai Quan
Viét Nam Cong Hoa (1950 - 30 thang 4 nam
1975) vé long yéu nudc va sy hy sinh cta ho
trong viéc phuc vu ly tuéng tu do va bao vé
lanh thé ctia dét nudc.

The English translation is dedicated to the
brave men and women of the Republic of
Vietnam Navy (1950 - April 30, 1975) for their
patriotism and sacrifice in the service of
freedom and the defense of their country's
territory.
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